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PREFACE. 


| Reader, 


O matter who, bus what; and 
yet if thou wouldſt know the Au- 
F thor, he is an Engliſh-Man, 
's and therefore obliged to this Country, and the 
'Þ Laws that made him Free. 
That ſingle Conſideration were enough to 
 lcommand this Undertaking ; for 'tis to per- 
 |fwade bis Country «Men to be delivered of 
the greateſt Yoke a Nation can well Suffer 


LC 


\, under ; Penal Lays for Religion, I mean, 
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|. The Preface, h 
eAnd now thou haſt, both the who, and 
what; If thou art Wiſe and Good, thou 
art above my Epethitey, and more my Flat-' 
teries , If not,iT um in.the Right" to-let 'mma 
alone. Read, Think and Judge. Liber. 
&, Englith aud Chriſtian, i all that 3; ſought 


inthe enſuing Diſcourſe. { 
Adieu. 
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Good Advice, fc. 


an—_ 


—_— 


P ART I. 


Muſt own, it is my Averſion at this time, to medile 
with Publick Matters, and yet my Duty to the Publick 


I. hope they are from a 
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I fay, fir ft,” then it"is the Duty. of all of them; becauſe they 
all profeſs that Religion which makes it their common duty to 
do it ; Chri/tianity,l mean : For no Chriſtian oughtto deprive 
any man of [is native Right for matters .of Faith and Wor- 
{hip towards God, in the way that he thinks. moſt agreeable 
to.the Will of God ; becauſe it' is neceſlaxy to a Chrittian to 
believe that Faith is the Gift of God alone, and that He only is 
Lord of Contcience, and 1s able truly to enlighten, perſwade, 
and eitabliſh it; and conſ-quently that prejudicing Men in 
their Perſons or, Eſtates, or depriving, them of any Station in 
the Government, they might ochnrwih. in their turn, be ca- 
pable to ſerve the Publick in, is contrary to.the tenderneſs and 
equity of that Religion ; which will yet further appear,if we 
conlider that Chrittianity is the ſole Religion of the World, 
that 1s built on the Principles af Loye ; which brought with it. 
the greateſt -Evidences of :Fruth. .. Equally convincing our. 
Underlſtandings with: its, Light, and bearing down-our Sences 
with its Miracles: Which filenc'd the Oracles of the Heathens 
by the Divine Power preſent with it, and vanquiſht their 
Hearts, that had left nothing elſe to. conquer, leading Kings 
and Emperors with their Courts and-Armues in triumph after 
the deſpiſed Cro/xs.of him, . who. was the holy and:blefſed Au- 
thor of 1t. | 

It was he that laid not his Retigion.in worldly Empire, nor 
uſed the Methods of worldly Princes to propagate 1t ; as it 
came from Heaven, ſo that only ſhould have. the Honour of 
protecting and promoting it. His whole buſineſs to man- 
kind, from firſt to laſt, was Lowe. *T was firft Love in his 
Father to fend him ( as St. John teaches) God ſo lowed the 
Horld that he ſent his Son, &c. Tt was love in Feſus Chriſt 
ro-come on that Arrand ; that he, who.thought it no. Robbery to 
be-equal with God, ſhould take the. form of a Servant to agopt 
#s Children, and make. himfelf of no Repatation with the 
| World, 


— .& + 
World, that he might make'us of Reputation* with God hi: 
Father. 

And he did-not only come in much Love, but preach't it 
and prefſt it both to Friends and Foes ; Love one azother, Love 
Enemies, do good to them that hate you, forgive them that 
treſpaſs againſt you; what: you would that other Men ſhoald 
ao unto you, do that unto them; by theſe things ſhall all Men 
know you are my. Diſciples ; for Þ came not to deſtroy Mens 
Lives, go, not for Religion it ſelf; for my Kingdom, Power, 
Force, Weapons, and ViCtory are not of this World, In all this 
. Loveprevails. Jt was his great, his new, his laſt Command- 
ment; of all his Diſciples, the-moſt pertued by his beloved 
One, that-4n his Boſom had learn'd his Heart, as his Divine 
.Dottrine of Love in his Epiſtle tells us. 

'As he liv'd in Love, fo he died in Love, with us, and for 
us, and that while we were rebellious too; ay, he pray'd and 
dy'd for them who put him to Death , ſhewing «s ( lays 
St. Peter ) an Example that we alſo ſhould folkow his Steps. And 
what are they ? doubtleſs the Steps of Love, the Path he trod : 
'Todo good. to Mankind, Enemies as well as Friends, that we 
may be like our heavenly Father, thatcauſes his San to ſhine, 
and his Rain to fall upon the Fuit and Unjut, This muſt 
be the Apoſtles meaning, for the rett of hi3 Paſſion was 
Inimitable. 

Now if this be the Dof7rine of Chriſt, the Nature of Chrift- 
-anity, the Praftice of the Primitive Church, that, like Adam, 
was Created in fu!l Strergth, Beauty and Miſdom, and lo an 
Example ro fucceeding Ages of Religion, and to wich we to 
| Often refer as our Original; with what Pretence ro a Chriltian 
Conſcience can any one ſtickle to keep Impriſoning, ibanijh- 
ing, Impoveriſhinz, Hanting and Quertering jaws on 1901 
tor Religion ſake, but. c{pecially againit ico as are fy Ureca 
proteflors of Chriſtianity as wall 3+ theinielves, | 
I: 2 | WIACK 


: (4) : 
I know the.Caſe is put hard by. thoſe that have-the Laws : 


on their ſide, We do this to ſave our ſelves ; but an harder 
Caſe than Chriſts can. never be put, whole Anſwer in his, 
ought to reſolve theirs fully... 

Chriſt is ſent by his Father for the Salvationof.the World : 
He introduces and proves his Miſſion by Miracles, and the 
oreat Authority of, his Word and Doctrine ; .His. Followers 
tuly ſatisfied who he was,. whence he came, what he taught, 
and how eminently confirm'd,grew impatient at ContradiCti- 
on; they could not bear the leaſt Diſſent ; for. when-ſome of 
the Samaritaxs refuſed to entertain thei Lord, becauſe the 
thought he was going for Jeru/alem,the place of their greate 
averi10n ; theſe Diſciples were for having but the Ward from 
his Mouth, and they would, in imitation. of. E/ijah,. have 


called for Fire from Heaven to have deſtroy'd them. . But he 


turned and. rebuked them, and ſaid, ye know 0t what manner of 
Spirit ze aye of, for the Sov of Man. is not come to Deſtroy 


Ae: s Lives but to Save them. This Anſwer 3s. to purpole, 


and fa- all times, to be ſure Chriſtian. ones ; and the higher 
the Pr-tentions of any Party are to Chriftianity , the more 
:nexcuſable if they praCtice the contrary, . Would not Chriſt 


then hurt them that refuſed him, and can we hurt our Neighs= + 
bors for not receiving us? He condemned. that. Spirit in his 


Diſciples, and ſhall we uphold the fame Spirit, and that by 
E.aw 09, which he condemned by his Goſpel ? 'This.1s. 4i/ling 
fer Go; fake, cxpretly charg'd by Chit with Impiety. They 
ſhalt, lays he to his P1lciples,. they do God good ferwice tg 
»;illy 02; whofhould think fo? why the Chriſtian Perſecutors. 
{z it their Property todo fo? yes, what [hall one think then of 
thoſe Chriitians that profes it. 

Tire Jews were grievoully puniſhed of God, for that abo- 
minirion of {icrificing their Children ro Meoloch, bur theſe 
{ aw, Lough fey change the Objel, they have not. letſen'd 


the. 
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the Sin; for rhey offer up Man, Woman and Child, and tho they" 
{ay 'tis 70 God, no matter for that, -ſince it makes their Caſe 
worle, for tis. to imagine that fo good, ſo juſt, ſo ſenfible, ſo: 


- merciful a Beeing can take pleaſure in ſo much Cruelty. Well, - 


but if we muſt not knock Folks on the Head, what muit we do with 
them? Take an Anſwer at the Mouth of Truth and Wiſdom. 
Let the'Tears and Wheat grow together till the Harveft ; whats 
that ? he tells you, 'zzs the end of-the World ; fo that whatever 
the Church of Ezglazd is, 'tis-certain Chriſt -is for a Tolera- 
tion, and his DoCtrine is always in Faſhion ; what he was, he 
15, and will be ; he went not by Reaſons: of State, or Cuſtoms 
of Countries; his Judgment was better. built, .who came to 
give Law, andnot to receive it, and 'tisa Light and Rele to ' 
all times: And He that loves Father, or Mother, or Wife, or 
Childrex, or Houſe, or Land better than him, that is, his Do« 
&rize ( of which this is ſo great a part ) 7s not worthy of him 3 
and I fear no other Reaſon induces.the Church of Ezgland to 
decline it. - | | 
To confirm: what-has. been faid, tho I deſign Brevity, let 
me not loſe another Paſlage very pregnant to our purpoſe ;_ 
when his Diſciples had accompliſh their firit Miſſion, at their 
return they gave him-the Hiſtory of their Travels: Among 
the reſt, they tell him of. one.they met with, that in his Name 
caſt out Devils, but becauſe he would not follow. with them; 
they forbad him ; here 15 at leatt a-Difſenting Chriſtian, tho 
a Believer, yet it ſcems not oneof that cloſer. Congregation 
wealſo ſee.their Zeal and Sentence. But whatfays the Maſter, 
yet alive, and with them, the infallible Doctor, in whoſe 
Mouth was no Guile, who had not theSpirit by-meaſure, and 
was the great Wiſdom of God to his People, was he of the 
ſame mind, or did he leave them without rule in the Point ? 
His Anſwer is this. 4zd Jeſus ſaid to them, fFeavid him not, - 
for he that is not againit us is for us, The Prohibition is _— 
Qt, 
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- i, and their Judgment revers'd,and from his,to be ſure, there 
hes no: Appeal. . For tho a Power of Deciſion wereallow'd to 
. ſome oneor more on Earth, in matters obſcure and undeter- 
. min'd, yetin caſes already adjudged by the Son of God himelf, 
. who had the Chair, and: could not Err, there can be no room tor 
another Judge. 

Now'to apply.at,: I'muſt firſt ſay, T find-no ſuch Diſciples 
among thoſe that are.of the ſide of keeping up the Penal Laws, 
GoJ knows, the diſparity is but too unequal. Burt next, if they 
were all Twelve in Weſtminſter Abby, and ſhould be of the ſide 
of upholding the Penal Laws: ( which. is the wrong fide they 
were of before )) I ſhould beg their Pardon,: if I were of their 
Maſters mind, and objeQted his. Wiſdom to their. Zeal,and his 
gentle Rule to their harſhand narrow Judgment. -.;And I be- 


teech the Church.of Ergland to conſider, that no Pretence can 


excuſe her Difſent, and leſs her croſs PraQtice to the Judgment 
of her Saviour : A Jadgment that ſeews given and ſetled for the 
Condutt of the Church on the like Occaſions in ſucceeding times. 
And tis pitty any worldly thing ſhould have place with her to 
divert her Obedience. Did. Chriſt then come to ſave Mens 
Lives, and not to deſtroy them? and ſhould ſhe ( ſhe I ſay, 
that pretends to be a abomad Church ) uphold thoſe Laws 
that do deſtroy them? He, Alas! went to another Village 
inſtead of burning them, or theirs; for refuſing him : And ſhe 
forbids any, that belongs to any other, to lodge in hers, upon 
in of looſing Life or Eſtate ; This may make her a Sama- 
ritan indeed ; but not the good Dne, whoſe Example would 
have taught her, inſtead of theſe ſharp and ruder Remedies, 
to have poured the Oyle of Peace and Gladneſs into thoſe 
Chops and Wounds that Time and Heats of all Hands had 
' made 1n every Religious Party of Men. Nor does ſhe loſe 
anything by repealing thoſe Laws, but the Power of Perlſe- 
. cuting, and a good Church would never have the Tempration. 
; Come 
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Come ſome body muſt 'begin to forgive,let her not leave that * 
Honour to another, nor draw upon her ſelf the Guilt and Miſ- 
cluet of refuſing it. She pretends to fear the Strokes of the 
Romaniits, but 1 would fain know of her, if following their 
Example will convert them, or ſecure her? Does ſhe. hope to 
keep them out by the Weapons that have fail'd in their Hands, 
or can {he honourably cenſure Perſecution in- them,. and yer 
uſe it her ſelf ? = 

But ſhe is extreamly ſcandaÞd and ſcared at the Severity porn 
Proteftants in France, *Tis certainly very ll ; but do not the 
Laws ſhe is ſo: fond. of point at the ſame Work, Confozmity, 
or Kuitn. And don't we know, that in ſome Places, and upon 
ſome Parties her Magiſtrates have plow'd as deep Furrows, 
eſpecially within theſe fix and twenty Years, - Husbawds ſeps- 
rated from their Wives, Parents from-their Children, the Wid- 
dows Bed and the Orphans Milk made 4 Prizefor Religion, Houſes 

Hript, Barns and Fields ſwept clean, Priſons crowded without 
regard to Sex or Age, and ſome of both forts Dangin'dto Death, 
and all for Religion., It ſhe ſays they were peeviſh Men, Big- 

gots, or mov'd by private. Intereſt, ſhe ſtill made the Laws, 
and {ays.no-more. for her ſelf than the French lay for their 

King, which yet ſhe refuſes to take for an Anſwer, Perhaps I 

could parralel ſome of the {evereſt Paſſages in that Kingdom. 

out of the Actions of ſome Members of the Church of Exg< 
lard in cook Blood, that areeven yet for continuing the Peagd. 

Laws upon:their plunder'd Neighbours; {o that.this Refleftion: 

of hers upon Frezxce, is more popular than jult from her. But: 

I beſeech her to look upon a Country four times bigger thag 

France ; Germany I mean, and ſhe will there ſee both Religions 

praCtis'd with great Eaſe and Amuty, yet of this we mutt nor 

hear one Word : 1 hope.it is not-tor fear of imitating it. How+- 

ever 'tis diſingenious to object the Miſchiets of Popery to a 

general Eaſe, when -we ſee it is the way to prevent _ 
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"This is but inthe name of Popery #0 keep 4! toherſelf, as well 


-from Proteſtant Diſſenters, -as Roman Catholicks. How 
 Chrittian, how equal, how ſafe, that narrow Mxthod is, be- 


'comes her well tv.conlider, and-methinks ſhe ought not tobe 


long about it. 

I know ſhe flatters herſelf and others to believe, The is a 
-Bulwork again{t-Popery ; and with that, without any turther 
Security to other Proteſtants, wipes her Mouth of -all old 
Scores, and makes her preſent Court for Affiltance. Bit when 


: that word Bulwork is examined, FT fear it appears too mean no 


more than this, 7 hat ſhe woxld keep out Popery for that yeaſon 


. for which ſhe apprehends Popery would turn her out, viz, Tem- 


- poral Fntereſt. But may E without Offence ask her, when ſhe 


- kept Perſecution out? Or if ſhe keeps out Popery for any bo- 
- dies ſake but her own? Nay, if it be-net to hold the Power 


'The has 4n her hands, that ſhe would. frighten other Parties 
(now ſhe has done her worſt ) with what miſchief Popery 
would do them when it has Power. .But to ſpeak freely, 
can ſhe be a Bulwork in the Caſe, that has been bringing the 
worſt part of Taper in theſe fix and.twenty Years, if Per ſe- 

ays it is? This would be calPd Canting to 
the World in others. . . But IThear/be begins ro ſee her Fault, is 
heartily ſorry for it, and promiſes to do ſo no-more: And 

-why may not Popery be as wile, that has alſo burnt her 
Fingers with the ſame work ? [Theirpraying for eaſe by Law 
Jooks as 1t- they choſe That rather. than Power for SECUrity ; 
and if ſo, why may not the PapiſtsLive, as well as ſhe Reign? 
I am none of their Advocate, 'I am no Papitt, but I would be 
jaft and mercitul top. 'However, I muſt tell her, that keeping 

.the Laws on toot, by which ſhe did the miſchief, is none of the 

-plaineit Evidences of her Repentance : T hey that can believe 
xt, have little reaſon to quarrel the unaccountableneſs of 
Iramlubltantiation. Ts it unjuſt in Popery to invade her 


.Priviledoes, 
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*Priviledges, andcan it be juſt in herto provoke it, by deny- 


ing a Chriſtian Liberty ? or can ſhe expe& what ſhe will not 
give? or not do as ſhe would be done by, becauſe. ſhe fears 
-others will not obſerve the ſame Rule to her? Is not this 
doing Evil that Good may come of it, and' that uncertain 


-to0,againſt an expreſs Command as well as common Charity ? 


Bur to ſpeak freely, whether we regard the Circumſtances of 
the King, the Relation of his Children, the inequality of the 
Number and Strength of thoſe of each of their Communions, 
'we muſt conclude,that the Averſion of the Church of Englana 


-zothis 1ntreated Liberty, cannot reaſonably be thought to 
-come from the Fear ſhe has of the prevalency of Popery, but 


the loſs of that Power the Law gives her to domineer over all 


' Diſſenters. And is'not. this a Kere' Motive for a Chriſtian 
" Church to coritinue Penal Laws for Religion? If her Piety be 
not able to maintain her upon equa] terms, methinks her ha- 


ving ſo much the whip hand and ſtart of all others, ſhould ſa- 
tisfy her Ambitien;and quiet her Fears ; for *tis pollible for her 


to keepthe Churches ifthe Laws were aboliſhed; all the difte- 
rence 15, {he could not force : She might perſwade and con- 


vince what {he could : And pray, IS not *that enough for a 
true Church, without Goales, Whips, Halters and Gibbets ? 


 O what Corruption is this that has prevail'd over Men of fuch 
- Pretenſions to Light and Conſcience ? that they do not, or 
will-nor, {ce nor teel their own Principles one remove from 


themſelves ; but ſacrifice the nobleſt part of the Reformation 
to Ambition, and compel Men to truckle their tender Con- 

{ciences to the Grandure and Dominion of their Doctors. 
But becauſe the Sons of the Church of Exg/azd keep at this 
time, ſuch a ſtir in her favour,and fix her excellency in her op- 
-poſition to Popery,it is worth while to conlider a little further, 
if really the molt teared anddiſagreeable part of Popery in her 
-own opinion,docs not belong to her, and if it does,ſhould we 
1:9E 


That part of Popery which the Church of  E»g/and with 
moſt ſucceſs objefts againſt, is her Yiolence., This is that ſhe 
can only pretend tofear : Her DoCtrines ſhe partly Profefles 
or thinks ſhe can eaſily refute. - She does not think her DoCtors 
Conjurers, for their” Tranſubſtautiation, or dangeroms to the 
State for their Beads, or: their Purgatory... But forcing others 
to their Faith, or. ruining them for refuſing it, i the terrible 


thing we are taught by, her to apprehend}. Now granting: this . 


to be the caſe, in reference to the: Ronan Religion, whetrt it 
15 in the Chair : Task, ifthe Church of Ezg/aza, with her bet- 
ter Doctcines, has not been Guilty of this Impicty, and for that 
caule more blameable the the Church ſhe' oppoſes ſo much ? 
It we look into her AfEts of State, . we find- them many, and 
bitter, againſt all ſorts of Diſſenters. There is nigh twenty 
Laws made, and yet in force, to conſtrain Conformity, and 
they have been executed too, as far and as often as ſhe thought 
it fit for her. Intereſt to let them. Some have been Hang'd, 
many Baniſh't, more Impriſoned, andſome to Death ; and = Jay 
dance Inpoverifh't ; and all this meerly for Religion : Tho,by 
a baſe and barbarous uſe of Words, it has been call'd Treaſ0z, 
Sedition, Routs and Riots ; the worlt of aggravations, ſince 


they are not contented to make People unhappy for their | 


Diſfent, but rob them of all they had lett, their Innocency. This 
has bcen her State Craft, tocoin Guilt, and make men danger- 
ous, to have her ends upon them. But that way of Palliating 


Perſecution, o rencring a thing that it is not, and puniſh-. 


ng men for Crimes they never committed, ſhow but little 
Conſcience in the Projeftors. 'The Church of Exg/azd crys 
out againſt Tranſubſtantiation, becauſe of the Invifibility of 
the Change. She don't ſee Chriſt there, and therefore he is 
not there, and yet her Sons co the ſame thing, For thoall the 


tokens . 
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not. be. in a fine- Condition, to be in Love with: our Fetters, .} 
and to Court our Miſery ? i 
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tokens of a Riot are as inviſible in a Diſſenters Meeting,. as 
Chriſt in the Tranſubſtantiation, yet it muſt be a Riot with- 


- out any more to do : The Engliſh of which is, *tis a Riot to 
* pray to God in the humbleit and peaceableit manner in a 
' Convenricle. 


I know it is faid, The Blood-hed in the fore-gving Raign, and 
the Plots of the Papifes againſt Queen Elizabeth, drew thoſe 
Laws from the Church of England. But this was no reaſon 


' why the ſhould do ill becauſe they had done fo: Beſides,it may 


be anſwered, that that Religion having ſo long intermixt it 


felf with worldly Power, it gave way to teke the revenges 


of it. And certainly the great men of the Church of England 
endeavouring fo zntercept Queen Mary,by proclaiming the Lady 


' Jane Gray, and the Apprehenſion the Papiſts had of the better 


Title of Mary Quees of Scots, together with a long Poſſeſſion, 


*were {curvy Temptations to-kindle il] Defigns againtt that 


extraordinary Queen. But tho nothing can excule and leſs 


_ Juſtifie thoſe cruel Proceedings ; yet if there were any reaſon 
_ for the Laws, it is plainly removed ; for the Intereſts are 
 joyn'd,and have been ſince King James the firſt came to the 
"Crown. However, 'tis certain there were Laws enough, or 
© they might have had them,to puniſhall civil Enormities,with= 
- out the neceffity of making any againſt them as Papiſts. And 
fo the civil Government had {ſtood upon its own Legs, and 


Vices only againſt it had been puniſhable by it. In ſhort, it 


was the falſelt Step that was made in all that great Queens 


Raign, & the moit diſhonourable to the Principles of the firſt 
Reformers, and therefore I know no better Reaſon why It 
ſhould be continued, than that which made the Cardinal in 
the Hiſtory of the Connect of I rent oppoſe the Reformation 
at Rome; That thoit was true that they were 1n the wrong, 
yet the admitting of it approved the judgment of their Enemies, 
and ſo good-night to Infallibility. = not this be the Practice - 

2 . ri1C 


pretend to it : Bur let her refle&t, that ſhe has loſt her King 
trom her Religion, and they that have got him, naturally hope 
for eaſe for theirs by him, that *tis the end they labour'd, and 
the great uſe they have for him,and TI would fain wonder that 
ſhe never faw it before ; but whether ſhedid or no,why ſhould. 
ſhe begrudsg it, at leaſt refuſe it-now.?- Since *tis plain, that, 
there is nothing we eſtzem dangerous in Popery that other 
Laws are not ſufficient to ſecure usfrom : Have we not enough 
of them ? let her think of more,and do the beſt ſhe can to d/- 
cover Platters; puaiſh Traitors, ſuppreſs the Seditious, and keep 


the Peace better than thoſe we have can enable us to do: But, 


for Gods ſake, let us never dire Laws againſt Men for the 
cauſe of Religion, or puniſh them before they have otherwiſe 
done amiſs..' Let Mens Works, not their Opinions, turn the 
Edg, of the Magiſtrates Sword againſt them, elſe "tis Beheads, 
— cy wc js. 

By the common Law of this Kingdom there muſt be ſome, 
Real and Proper Overt Ati that proves Treaſon ; ſome Malice 
that proves Sedition ; and ſome violent Aion that proves a. 
Rour or Riot. If ſo, zo call any ſort of Religious Orders, the, 
one, or Praying to God iz 4 way out of faſhion, theother, is pre-, 
poſtraus, and puniſhing People for it, down right Murther,or . 
old Law of England. 

It _—— of England fears the growth of Popery, lets 
her be true to the Religion ſhe owns, and betake her ſelf to: 


Breach of the Peace, according to the true uſe of Words,and the. 


- 


 Faith,rather than Force,by a pious, hamble,and a good Example: 


To convince and perſwade, which is the higheſt honour to any 
Church, and the greateſt ViCtory over Men. I am for a Natio... 


nal Church as well as ſhe, ſo it be by Conſenr,and nor by Con, 


#raint. But Coercive Churches have the /ame Prixciple, tho 


not the ſame Izfereif, A Church, by Law eftabliſhed, is a._ 


State - 


: (122) 
the Church-of Exglard, and the rather, becauſe ſhe does not; 


NEE IEA 


P—_ 4 we 
2 oP rt : q 3 abgs£ _ 
, ARID ARTERY TE En " 
eta 


20 PT LNG 


+ bw ER 
k 


#.Þ 
State Church, and that is no Argument of Verity, unleſs the 
State that makes her ſo be infallible ; and becauſe that will 
not be aſſerted, the other can never oblige the Conſcience, and: 
conſequently the Compulſion ſhe uſes, is unreaſonable. This 
very Principle juſtifies the Kzng of France, and the Inquiſition. 
For Laws being equally of Force in all Countries where they. 
are made, it muſt be as much Fault in the Church of Ezglanads 
Judgment to be 4 Proteftent at Rome, or a Calvani#t at Paris, 
as'to be a Papi# at London: Then where is Truth or Conſci- 
ence but in the Laws of Countries! which renders her an 
Heobbi#, notwithſtanding her long and loud Clamours againſt 


you! 


the Leviathan: ., 

T beg her, for the love of Chriſt, that ſhe would think of. 
theſe things,and not eſteem me her Enemy for performing the 
part of ſo good a Friend., Plain Dealing: becomes: that Ca- 
raQter ; no matter whether the Way be agreeable, 1o it be 
right: We are all todo our Duty, and leave the reſt to God : 
He can belt anſwer for our Obedience, that Commands it : 
and our Dependance.upon his Word, witl be-our Security- in: 
our Conduct, What weight is it to a Church, that ſhe 15zhe\ 
Church ty Law eftabliſhed,. when no humane Law can make a 
true Church ? A true Church is of Chri#s making, and is by 
Goſpel eſtabliſhed. ?Tis a RefleQtion to a Church that would: 
be thought true, to Foop to humane Law for her Eſtabliſh- 
ment. TI have been often ſcandaPd at that Expreſſion from 
the Sons of the Church of Englazd, eſpecially thoſe of the 
Robe, H/hat ao you talk for ? onr Reltpion is by Law eHabliſbed, 
as if tat determin'd the Queſtion of its Truth agaiaſt-all other - 
Perſwafions. _ : 

Tiic Jews had, this to ſay againſt our Saviour, We have « 
Law, ant by our L aw he ouc J to Dye. The Primitive Chriſti- 
ans, 9 nd ſome of _our firſt Reformers Dyed AS by L aw eHabliſl, - 
ea, if that would. mend the matter ; but does that make it 

lawful 


- 
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lawful to a Chriſtian Conſcience ? we muſt ever demur ts 
this Plea. - No greater” Argument of a Churches DeteQtion 
from Chriſtianity than turaing-Perſecutor. *Tis true, the 
Scripture ſays, The Earth' ſhall help the Woman, but that was © 
to Give her ſelf, »ot ro deſtroy others : For 'tis the Fokea that's 
given by the Holy Ghoſt" of afalſe Church ; That nove muſt 
Buy or Sell in her Dominiozs that will net receive her Mark in 


' their Forehead, or Right-hand. * Fhat is by going to Church 
- againſt Conſcience; or bribing luſtily to _ at Home. 


.. Things don't change, tho men do. - Perſecution is till the 
ſame, let the hand-alter never ſo often ; bur the Sin may not © 
For doubtleſs. it is- greateſt in thoſe. that make the higheſt 


_ claim to Reformation. For while they plead their own Light 


for doing ſo, they hereby endeavour ro extingnifh anorhers 
Light that can't concur. *What a Man can't do, #t is nor his 


| Fault he don't donor ſhould he be compelPd todo it, and at leaſt of 
- all be:puniſhed for not deingit. No Church can give Faith, and 


therefore can't force it ;, for what is conſtrain'd is nor Believed ; 


ſince Faith is in that ſence free, and conflraint gives no time to 


aſſent ; I ſay, what 1 dow't will is not I, and what I don't Chooſe is 
none of mine, and anothers can't ſuve me, tho it ſhould ſave him. 
So that this- Method never obtains- the end delign'd, fince-it 


: Saves no body,' becauſe it Converts no body ;-it may breed 


Hypocrifie, but that 'is quite another thing than Salvarion. 
What then is the uſe of Penal Laws? only 'to ſhow the 


Sincerity of them that Suffer, a#d Cruelty of thoſe that make 


. aud execute them, And all time tells us they have ever faid 


thoſe that have lean'd upon them : They have always been 
looſers at laſt : Belides, it is a moſt unaccountable obſtinacy 
in the Church of Exglazd to ſtickle to upiold them, for after 
having made it a matter of Religion and Conſcience to Ad- 
dreſs the late King in behalf of this, to think He ſhould leave 
his Conſcience behind him in Flanders,or when they _ on 
1M 


tim tothe Crown, that he ſhould. ſend: it thither. upon a 
Pilgrimage, is want of wit at beſt, pardon the cenſure. Could 


they Conſcientiouſly oppoſe his Excluſion for his Religion,and 


.now his Religion becauſe he will not leave it? Or can they 


reaſonably maintain thoſe Teſts that were contrived ro exclude 
him when Dske.of Tork,. while they endured none to hinder 
him from the Crown? 1 heartily beg the Church of Englands 
excule, if I ſay I can't comprehend her : Perhaps the tault is 
mine,but ſure Fam ſhe is extreamly dark. How could ſhe hope 
for this King without his Conſcience ? or conceive that his 
Honour or Conſcience would let him leave the Members of 
his Communion under. the laſh of ſo many Deſtroying Laws ? 
would ſhe be ſo ſerv'd by a Prince of her own Religion, and 
ſhe-in the like Circumſtances? She would nor, let her talk 
till Dooms-Day. _ 

To object the Kings promiſe, when he cams to the Crown, 
againſt the repeal of tie Penal Laws, . ſhows not his Inſince= 
rity, but her Uncharitableneſs, or that really ſhe hasa very 
weak place: For ir is plain the King firf declared his own 
Religion, and then promiſed to maintain hers ; but was that to 
be without, or together with his own ? His Words {hows he 
intended that his own ſhould Live, tho t'other might Raign. 
I fay again, 1t is not credible that a Prince of any Sincerity can 
retuſea being to his own Religion, when he continues another | 
in its well being, This were to aCt upon Szare not Coxſciexce, 
and to make more Conſcience to uphold a Religion he cannot 
be of, than of giving eaſe to one his Conſcience obliges him to be 
of. Tcannot imagin how this thought could enter into any 
Head that had Brains, or Heart thzt had Honeſty, And to 
ſay true, they muit be a fort of State Conſciences, Coxſcier= 
ces AS by Law Eſtabliſh'd, that can follow the Law agaiatt 
their Convictions. 

But this is not all T have to obſerve from that objection : It _ 
implies too evidently, firit, that {be thinks her {elf ſhaker, = 

; the. -- 
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'the Penat Laws be repeal'd; then by Law Eſtabliſhed The 


muſt mean, Eftabliſhed by thoſe Perral Laws. Secondly, that the 
King having promiſed to maintain | her, as by Law eſtabliſh- 
ed, he-ourht not to endeavonr their Repeal by which fhe is eft x= 


. bliſhed. T confeſs this is very cloſe arguing, but then ſhe muſt 


not take it ill, ifall Men think her ill founded; ' for any thing 


that Time and Prattice have declared Enemies to Property arid 
Coxſcience. - O let her not hold by that Charter, nor Point 
thither for her Eſtabliſhment and Defence, if 'ſhe would -be 
thought a Chriſtian Chureh. | | 

 Plutarchhad rather one ſhould think there never was ſuch a 


| Man in the World, than that P/march was an ill Man. Shall 
. the -Church of Erghazd,- that glories in a great Light, be 


more concern'd for her Power, than her Credit? To be, thanto 


| be that which ſhe ſhould be? T-would ſay, far be it from her, 
- For her own fake, -and which is of much more moment, for the 


{ſake of the general Cauſe of Religion. 

Let usſee therefore if there be notanother way of under- 
{ſtranding thoſe:'Words,more decent to the King, and more ho- 
nourable for her, -viz. that fhe is in the National Chair, has 
the Churches and Revenues, ' and is Mother of thoſe that do not 


. adhere ts any ſeparate Communion,and that the King has promiſed 


zo maintain -her in this Poſt from the Invaſions of any other per- 


. ſwaſion that would wreſt theſe Priviteages ont of her hands: this 


he promiſed formerly ; this he has very particularly repeated 
in his gracious Declaration : But-to'Ruin Men chat would not 
Conform, while himſelf was ſo-great a Diſſenter, and came 
ſuch, to-her knowledge, to the Crown, can be no part of his 
Promiles 1n the Opinion of common Sence and Charity. Ts 
there no Difference to be obſerved between not turning her 
out, and deſtroying all others not of her Communion : He 
will not turn her out, there's his Promiſe, and he has not done 

| '4r, 


: muſt be ſo, that is eſtabliſhed- by deſtroying- Laws? Laws, * 
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zhere's tis performance : Nor will-he do it, fam confident,if ihe 
* pleaſes, Fur there is no mannervf neceſſity from this Engage- 
nent that all Parties elſe are to-be Confounded. Tho if it were 


fo, 'tisi}l Divinity to pref; ſuch Promiſes upon a Princes Con- 


ſcience,that can't be perform*d'with a good One by Any Body. . 


Let her remember how often ſhe has upbraided her Diſſen- 
ters with this, Rexder to Ceſar the things that are Coſars, whillt 
they have returned upon her t'other, half of the Text, az 
render unto God the things that "are*Goas, Tr happens now 
that God and Ceſar ate both of a miind, which perhaps does 


. not alwayes fall out, atleaſt abour the Point in hand. Will 
The Diſſent from both 'now ? Her caſe, believe me, Will be 


doubtful then. 'Theg her to be Conſiderate. *Tis the great- 
'eſt time of Tryal ſhe has met with ſince ſhe was a Church. 
.To acquit her felf like a Member of "Chrilts Univerſa] One, 
let her keep nothing that voids her pretentions. "The Babilo- 
ziſh Garment will undo her. . Pra&tices Inconfiſtant with her 
Reformation will ruin her, "The" Martyrs Blood Won the 
Day, and her Severity has almoſt loſt it. They Suffer d by 
Law, ſhe makes'Laws for Suffering. Ts this an Immitation 
of their praQtice, 9 wphold the Weapyr:s of their Deſtruttion ? 
I muſt tell her, *tis being a-Martyr tor Perſecution,and not by it. 
Another Path then that the holy Ancients, and *our humble 


Anceſtors trod, and which wil lead her tobe deſerted and 


Contemn'd of every Body 'that counts it fafer' to follow 'the 


| Blefled Rule and practice of Chriſt 'arid his inſpr'd Meſlen- 
-gers, then her narrow and worldly ' Policies. But that which 
 heighthens the Reproach, is the offer of the Romanifts them- 


ſelves to make a perpetual civil Peace with her, and that ſhe 
refuſes, Would the Martyrs havedone this? furely'no. Let her 
remember the firſt Argument honeſt old Fox advances againſt 
that. Church, 1s the;Church of Exglazas preſent Darling, viz. 


his 


Fenal Laws for Religion ; as ſhe may lee at the beginning of 
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his firſt Yolymn.: .Doubtleſs he was much in the right, which 
makes her extreainly in, the wrong. Nothing, fays the 
Prophet, muſt harm in Gods holy Mountain, and that's the 
Churchſayes Fox, andtherefore he ſays, Chriſt's Church never 
Perſecutes. Leave then God with his own Work, and Chriſt 
with his own Kingdom. As it is not of the World, let not 
the World touch it ; no, wot to wphold it, tho they that bear 
it ſhould trip bv the wa”. Remember Vzz4, he wonld needs 
ſapport rhe Ark when the 0xex Stumbled ; but was truck Dead 
for his Pains. The Pceſumprtion 1s morethan Parrate!. Chriſt 
promis'd to be preſent with his Church to the, end of the World. 
He bid them fear o?,, and told them, rhat ſufficient was the 
Day for the Evil thereof,” How ? -with Penal Laws? no ſuch 
matter ; but his Divine Perfence. Therefore it was, He call'd 
not for Legiozs to fight for him, becauſe his Work needed ir not . 
They that want them have an other forrof Work todo: And 
7;js too plain, that Empzre, and not Religion, has been too 
much the Buſineſs. Bur, O let it not be ſo any more! To bea 
True Church is better then to be a National Oae ; eſpecially : 
as ſo upheld. Pre/5; Vertue,. Puniſh. Vice, Diſpence with Oti- 
wion; Perſwade, but don't 1mpoſe.” Are there Tares in Opi-. 
nion? ler them alone; you heard: they are to grow with the. © 
Wheat till Harveſt, that is,. the end of 'the. World. Should they . ; 
not be pluckt up before? no ; and-'tis Ang/es Work at laſt : 
too. Chriſt that knew all- Men, ſaw no. Hand.on Earth. fic. 
for that Buſineſs. Let us pot then ufurp their Office . Beſides, 
we are ta. Love Enenxes; this is the great Law of our Religion ; 
by what Law then are we to Perſecute them ? andifnot Enemies, 
not Friendsand Neighbours certainly. mm 
The Apoitle. rejuyced that Chrift was Preached out of Envy, 
If ſo, I am.ſure we ought not to envy Chriſtians rhe enjoy-' 
ment of the Liberty of their Conſciences. Chriſtianity ſhould | 
be propagated by the Spit of - Chriſtianity, and not Os 
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Tence or Perſecution, far that's the Spirit of Antichriſtianity, 
Nor for fear of ir, ſhould we, of Chriſtians, beeome Antichriſti- 
ans. Where is Faith in God ? where is truſt in Providence? 
let us do our Duty,and leave the reſt with Him ; «xd wot do Evil 
' that Good may come-of st ; for that ſhows a-Diſtruſt in God,and 
2 Confidence in our own, Inventions for ſecurity. Noreaſon of 
State can excuſe our Diſobedience to his ' Rude; and we deſert 
the Principles of 'our heavenly Maſter-when we decline ir. 
The Queſtion is about Conſcience, about this we can none of 
'Us be'too tender nor exemplary. *Tis in right doing that 
Chriſtians can hope for Succels:; 'and for true. Victory only 
through Faith and Patience. But if to ayoid what we fear, we 
 contradi&t our Principles, we may juſtly-apprehend har God 
* will deſert 165 in an unlewful way of maintaining chem. Perhaps 
' this may be Godstime of trying all Parties, /what we will do ; 
whether wo well rely upon him or our own feeble Proviſions; . 
whether we will allow what we our ſelves/jn our turn heve al 
" of « aefired ; if not, may we notexpett to:ſuffer the thing we - 
would inflict ? for our 'Pers/ Laws cannot ſecure us from the 
turns.of. Providence, *and.leſs ſupport_ us under them. Ler 
us conſider the true-ground of the difficulty 'thatis made, if 
it; be aot partial'and light'in_ Gods Scale; for to that tryal all 
"things muſt "come, and his Judgment is. inevitable as well as 
infallible. Beſides, 'if we have not tryed all other methods, . 
 veare incxcuſable in-being ſo tenacious for this. I do there- 
fore;. in all humilicy, 'beſeceh all ſorts of Profeſſors of Chriſti- 
anity: in. theſe Kingdoms, to abltra themſelves from thoſe 
 Jealouſies which worldly motives are apt to- kindle in their 
Minds, and with aneven and undiſturbed Soul purſue their 
Chriftian Dnty in. this great ConjunQure:. Conſidering 
theRave us nor to the Swife, nor the Battle to the Strong, and 
thar for all our. Watchmen, *7#5 God alone (at laſt) that keeps 


che City, Not that Lwould decline a fitting, but an unchritti- 
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an Proviſion: For tough ihe Foundation were never fq_ 
true, yet if out. Superſtru@ure be Hay and Srwble (our own 
narrow Devices) the Fire will conſume it, and our Labour 
will be worſe then in vain. ' Let us nor therefore Sow whe. 
wenould not Reap, becauſe. we muſt Reap what we Sow : And tte 
metnber who roldfus, 'what-we' meaſure. #6 others ſhall be mected_ 
fo us again, Let usTtherefore do unto' all Parties of men, 4s 
rewould be dong” unto by. them in their tiwn of Pomey :; Leaſt 
cur'fear of their. undunitulnefs, ſhould tempt u 6:4 of 8ny .Duty, 
and*{o.draw upon our ſelves the miſehiets we are atraid of. 
Sacred Writ" is. tull' of this, in the Do&rine- of both Teſta- ' 
ments; and-as- we profeſs to believe it, we are inexcuſable 
if we .do- fiot prattice it, * Let the” Spiric then of Chriſtian * 
Religion prevail. Letour Policies give way to our Duty, and-. 
our Fears will be overcome of our Hopes; which will not”. 
make us aſham'd at the laſt and great Judgment ; Where, Q-, 
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God! let us all appear with Comforr, . **. '" 
I could yet == La upon this Subje&@-; for nothing can be 
more fxuirtul. I could fay; thata Church-that Denzes Infallibi- | | 
lity, cannor force, becauſe ſhe cannot be sertain,. and ſo Penal * , 
Laws. (tho it were poſſible that they could be lawiul in others) 
in her, would be Unjuff., That: Scripture leaves Men to Con 
won and Perſwefiox.; * That. the true, Chruch-Weapons are: 
Light and Grace; and her. puniſhments, Cexſure and Excons- 
munication. That Goals and Gibbets are Inadiquated Methodg.. 
for Converſion, and that they never ſucceeded,. | That this fore. ' 
bi45all further light. to, come_into the, World, and ſo Lmyrs . 
the Holy One, whictrin Scripture. is made a great Sin- And -. 
laſtly, that ſuch:enſnarecheir own Poſterity that may be of an. 
other mind; and forfic by it the eſtates they. have ſo.carefully. 
trayſmitted.;to, thern,,. hus fas againft; Impoſition, And - 
againſt; Compliance,. I: could fay, that, its.ro, betray, Gods . 
Severaigoty, over. Conſcience ; To deify, Men,; Gratifie pres. 
lyppiion; foil and extingui WB g mind 5,0 Bun | 
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fold:3. make over the Soul without Security j turn Hipocrite,. 
ch heads might wel merit, 


and abundance more z. each of whi 
But this having been well and caſonably. 


an whole chapeer | et 
conſider'd elſewhere, I ſhall now .proceed to the ſecond part Ot, : 
this diſcourſs,in which L will be as brief,qnd yet full as Icans . 
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PART: 15: 
That tis ehe-Principte of Men of "Note of alt-Partiev:. .. 


UT what need 1s there of this, may ſome ſy, whenall- 
be of the ſame Judgment, That Con- . 
need, :nor Religion impoſed upon men - . 
L? | hat mind,at onetime 
and therefore that I may purge.wy ſelf of any Ant- 
'ro.the Doftrine.of the. Church of Englard,. 1 will In- 


fly confeſs, the ſevere condudtt I have argued again: "OF: 
IF r Evil will be 


the greater, that i oriouſly contradifted them. . 
1 know-fome of her defenders will hardly allow that t00 ; Tho 
ve. us their Silence or Confeffion:: For they 


hurch that has done. it, which, unleſs they. 
Charch,. muſt needs be» . 


mk 


tell us, *tis not the C 


mean, the. 'S ade 
falſe; fince- thoſe that made. and executeC Fey mi | 
own Communion, and are that great body: of - Members that | 
conſtiture her 2 Church. ; but by her ſhifcing; them of, 'cis. . 
but ea ſonable to conclude that ſhe tacitly.condemns what ſhe: 
uþlickly diſowns- Oge would think then it ſhould not be fa -. 
hard to. perſ\wade. her to quitthems 1n- the way ſhe-mags chems.. 
ox go injoy her Sonst9 99 ir;ifchat language bs to harſh Rn 


A. 


"This Story ſhe 'muſt hear of ſome way,: and I pray God, 
ſhe may endeavour to do her duty init. She is notalone ; for, 
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every Party in Power has too evidently lapſt into this Evil; tho. 


* under'the prevalency and perſecution of another Intereſt they. 
- Have ever writ againſt club Law for. Religion, And to the 


end'tharT may do the Reformation Right,and thePrinciples of 


the Church of Exglxd, Juitice, I muſt ſay, that hardly one 
\ nerſon of any note, dyed in the time of 'Qnzee Mary, that did- 
. Not paſs Sentance upon-Perſecution as Aatichriſtian, particu- 
larly Latimer, Philpot, Bradford, Rogers, very Eminent Reforny 
*.crs. The Apologies that were writ in thoſe times, are of the 


ſame ſtrain,” a5 may be Aeen in Jewe!,. Hedddn, Reynalds,* oc. 


_ and the Papiſts were with reaſon thought much in the ' wrong 
by thofe Primiative Proteſtants, for the Perſecution that they 


raiſed againſt them, for matters of purc Religion. *But what 


need. we go ſo-far back? is it not-recent in memory, "that. 

- Biſbop Uſher- was 'Exnploy?d 10. 0. Cromack by ſoine of the . 

| Clergy of the Church of 'Ezglaxd for Liberty of Conſcience ? , 

_ Dr Parr, in the Like of Dr Ufber Primate of Armagh, fol. 75. 
has that paſlage thus. | 


© Cromnel forbidding the Clergy, under. great penalties, to 


_ © teach'Schools, -or.-to perform any 'parr of their miniſterial 
* funTiqn; ſome of the taoft | Contiderable) Epiſcopal Clergy : 
' © in and+.about Zoxdoy, defired my [Lord [Primate that he 
_ © would uſe his Intereſt with Cromwel?, (ſince they heard he 
' © pretended 4:great reſpe&t for him) that as he granted Liberty 
* * of - Conſcience. to almoſt all ſorts of Religions, ſo: the:Epif. 
_ © copal Pivines might have the ſame freedom. of ſerving Gad in 
| © their private Congregations ffince they were not premitred 
" © the publick Churches Jaccording to the Liturgie ofthe Church 


* of) Exgland;. and that neithec'the Miniſters, nor Thoſe 


* that _—_— [That Service, 'might be any. more hindered, 
*ordiſtur 


arb&d:by his Souldiers: So.accarding to.their defire, he 
: went 


Jeet — _ a -" -_ 


A 
Oo 


* went and yſed his utmoſt En 


*viced they meddled not. with any matters relating to his 
* Gcvernment. | 
Certainly thoſe Gentlemen were. of my. mind. - And to 


give Dr Hammond his due, who I underſtand was one of- 


them, he left it tothe Witneſſes of his end, as his dying Coun- 
ſe] to the Church of Exg/and, That they. diſplaced no man 


out of the Univerſity or preſent Church, but that by Love, - 


and an holy Lite they ſhould prevail upon thoſe in poſſefſion 


tocome into their Church,: But this lockt: ſo littie like the 


Policy and Ambition of the: Living,-- that they reſolved it 


ſhould be Buried with him. This I had from an emigent Hand - 


in Oxferd,.a year or twoafterhis Death. An older man out 
liv'd him, and one, of the moſt Learned and Pious, of that 
Communion, Bifbop . Sande: ſon. mean: They were the two 
great men of their ſort that was of the Party. Let us ſee what 
this Reverend man ſays to our poinr. 

* The Word of Ggd doth expreſsly forbid us.to ſubje&t our 


* Conſciences to. the Judgment of. any. other, or to uſurp a . 
£ Dominion over the Conſcierees- of any. One. . Several caſes 


of Conſcience diſcuſſcd inten LeEtures in the: Divinity School 
at Oxford, 3 Left. 3o ett. pag. 103. Printed £660. 
© He js not, worthy tobe Chriſts Diſciple, who. is not the 


* Diſciple of Chriſt a/oze.. The Simplicicy. and Sincerity of the ' 


* Chriſtian Faith,.. hath ſuffered a great prejudice fince we have 
* been divided tnto Parties, neither is their any hope that Re- 
* ligion ſhould be reſtored to her former Original and Purity, 


© until the Wounds that were made wider by our daily: Quar- - 


*rels and Diſſentions, being anointed with the Oye of Brother- 
* ly Love, as with a Balſom, ſhall begin to cloſe again, and 
© to grow entire into the ſame Unity of Faith and Charity, 
ibid SeF. 2%. | * The 


EE. 
/ X MER with Crommell, for the: .. 
*taking off this reſtraint, which was at laſt promiſed (tho 
* with tome difficulty) that they ſhould not be moleſted, pro- - 
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E Concluſion 1s proved by the wor $s of rhe Apoltle, There « 


' . PERL 4 "24 ) = Shae * | 

* ©The obligation'of Conſcience doth "riot fignifie any Com- 
* pulſjon, for, .to ſpeak 'properly , "the Conſcience can no 
* more be compelledthaa the Free-will. #b:d 4. Lefure Set. 5. 

's: 47. 109. £5 EE 44 ; - 
ah Thz expreſs Commahdment of God doth oblige the Con- 
$ ſcience properly by it ſelf and by its own force ; and this 
"© obligation 1s abſolute, becauſe -i: doth dite&ily and always 
* oblige,and becauſe.it obligethall perſons;and the obligation of 
£ it is never to be cancelled.: No e but God alone hath power to 
© impoſe a Law-upon 'the Conſcience of any, Man, to which 
«it ought to be-fubjected, Pun by it ff, —— This 


* but one” Law-giver, who'tan both ſave ard d:froy, In which 
* words two Arguments do profer -themfclves to our Obſerva- 
«t10n In the firſt placerhey aflert there'is but one Legiſlator ; 
* not'ene picked our amongſt many ; not” one abbye 'many ; 
© but one exclufively, that is: to ſay, One, and but one only. 
* The Apoſtleotterwiſe had 'made uſe of a very 'inefteQual 
* argument, to prove what hE had propounded ; for he reþu- 
* keth thoſe whounadviſedly did paſs their Judgment either on 
© the perſons,” or-the deeds of orher Men, as"the Invaders of 
© cheir Rights. .-Whoart Thos (laith heYwho doft judge another ? 
* as if he ſhould have ſaid, doſt thou'know thy ſelf, what thou 
© art, and what -thou doſt ?* It' doth tot belong” to Thee to 
« thruſt thy ſawcy Sickle irito the harveſt of another Man, 
' © wwuch leſs boldly to fling thy ſelf into the Throne of Almig h! bp 
"© God. ' Ifalready Thouarr Ignorant of it; then know, that. 
< it belongeth to him «/oxeto judge of the Conſciences of men, 
* to whoin aloxe it doth belong to impoſe Laws upon the Conſci- 
'® ences of men, Which none can da*but God alone. ibid pap. 
111,112,117. t + Sr 
«The Condition and Natural eſtate of the Conſcience it 


 « ſelf isfo placed as it were in the'middle berwixt God and the 


<« will 


_ ©that ſo many Opini 


" %,. #& A | 
*xvill of Man, as that which is uſuafly and truly ſpoken of 
« Kings and Emperors, may-as truly be verified .of the Con- 
© ſciences of every man, -Sd/o Deo mineres.effe, nec aliquamiin 
Terri ſuperiorem agueſcere ; They are leſs than God only, andox 
© Earth do acknowledge:no Siperior, That'Speech of the Em- 
' ©peror Maximilian the 'firlt is very memorable, Corſcienciy 
' © Dominari wwlle,eftt Arcem Cali imuadere; Toexerciſe a Domi- 
© nation aver Conſciences, ito ittyade the Tawenrof Heaven, He 
*i5 a. Pluaderer of the Glory 'of God, and* a Hefarioas Invader 
© of the Power that. is due-*unto-him, * whoſoever he is that 
© ſhall claim a right.to the Conſciences of:men, or prattice an 
© Uſurpation over them. 167d. Sedt,21 P47. 115. : 
. Aud yet this is #h@ſadconſequagy#ot impoſing Religion up- 
«ga Conſcience, agd punithjag vaformity witty worldly 


3; 4 hy” 
| Penalties. I, 200 


 .» Lec us now hear what the late Bifbopof Down fl ; in his 
' Lib. of- Propheſe.to aur 'Paint, *T-am very 'much pleaſed 


s' and new DoCtrines are commenced 
 <amapg{ vs,' burnt troubled, rhat every:man that hath'an 
* Opmiag thinks Tis own and other mens Salvation is concern- 
*edin its maintenance, byt moſt-of all, :that men-fhould be 
- Nerihcaper and "Afflicted' for diſagreeing in* fuch Qpinions, 
* which they cannot with ſufficient graunds obtrude upon''0- 
*thers necel{arily, | becayſe they cannat-propound themInfal- 
©libly, -and becauſe they have.no warrant from Scripture foto 
$ do,;. for if I fhalltye other men to believe my! Opmion,' be- 
* cauſe Irhink I have a; place of Scripture which ſeems to 
© warrant it to my underſtanding; why may he not {erve'up 
* another diſh to me in the ſame Dreſs, and exat rhe-faie 


*task of me to believe the centradiQty'? Liberty of Propheſie, 


- 


© The Expcriehice which Chriſtendom hath had'mr this aft 
*Ageis Argument rs A of differing Qpinions 
ww | E 62: 77 


(26) | | 
* is ſo far from diſturbing the Publick Peace, or deftroying the 
© Intereſt of Princes and Common-wealths, that it does advan-, 
*tage tothe Publick, itſecures Peace, becauſe there js not {o 


© much as the-pretexce' of Religion left to ſuch Perſons to con- _. 


<rend for, 'itbeing already indulged to them; 7b1d. p. 21." 


- *Itis a praverbial-ſaying,. LZuod nimia familiaritas ſerv. . 


* rw eft conſpiratio adverſus-Dominum, and they who for their 
{ſecurity run-in Grots and'Cellers; and'Retirements, think 
<that:they being.upon the defenſive, thoſe. Princes and thoſe 


©Lawsthat drive them to-ir are their Enemies, and therefore 


© they cannot beſecure, -unleſs the. Power of the one, and. the 


* Obligationof the other be leſfened and reſcinded ; and then 


*:the- being reſtrained. andimade miſerable'indears the diſcon- 
* tented Perſons autaallypmnd 
© gerous Contederations.. #bz4. pag..2 3.. 

. * No nan [peaks more iinreaſonably, than he thitt denies to 


© mep the uſe of their Reaſon: in."choite of their Religion. ibid; 


Pag-.: 6g... Ls: ING ad: Us | R 
1. * No Ghriſtianic to he put. to Death; Diſ-membred, or other « 


«wiſe ajrely Perſecnted for hu Opinion, which aves not teach DI»; | 


6 aids! PEST of " fo 01 Þ2 ; Ry 
piety or Blaſphemy. "ibid. pag. 1961 - | | > 
Bs, There is a popular. Pep ahnc follows-all-Perfons in Miſe- 


©xy. and that-Compaſſion breeds likeneſs of AﬀeRions, and ; 


* thatvery often-produces likeneſs of Peeſwaſion;' and fomuch 


£ the rather becauſe there aciles't-Jeiloufic' #hd prepare” pp | 
eſtrtute of, - 


®. 
[; 


« pitipn; that'they: who Perſectte ian Opinionare 
ſufficient Arguments to confate it,” and that the Hangman is, 
*thebelt Difputant. 644. pag, 197, 198, | 


». . - 


-.. © If a man cannot-;change his Opi 


Tf aioh when he-lifts, Hor 


5 ever doeshcartily or reſplutely, but whenthe canhotdoother= | 


* wiſe,then to uſe Force,may make him a Hypocrite;but geyer 
*t0 be righc Believer, and'{ inſtead of erofiing a Trophee to, 
© God aid true Religion,- we'nild 14 Monument for the Devil. 


oy _ on 


Utd, pag. 200, *The ].. 


makes more-hearry and daite . 
y x 2 +0f7.: 4 
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.._ Ee 
*The Tr:ck of giving Pertoas differing in Opinion over to 


*the ſecular Power, at the belt is ho better than Hypocriſe2, 


*removing Envy from themſelves, and laying it upon others, 
*a refuſing to dothat.inexternal Att,” which they ao in Conncil 


| *ard Approbation. ibid. pag. 209. 


- Thus tar Bijhop 1 ayler, andone of the moſt Learned Men 


_ ofthe Church of Ezg/azd'in his time. 


Let me add another Biſhop,held learn'd by all;and in great 


- Reputation with the men' of his Communion, and among 
- them the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Partioment aſſembled, 
/who have ſufficiently declared againtt this perſecuting Spirit, 


on the account of Religion by their fu approbation of, and. 
thanks returned to the Biſhop of St Aſaph for his Sermon preach- 
ed tefore them November the 5th. 1680; andtheir deſire that he 
would Print and Pabliſh that Sermon. The Biſhop lays, tha:, 
* They who are moſt given-to hate and deſtroy others,eſpect- 
* ally thoſe others whodiffer from them in Religion, they are 
* not the Church of God, or at lealt they are ſo tar corrupt tn 
*that particular. paz. 3, = 
' Again he ſays, * Fhat of Societies of Men, Chriſtians, of 


(all others are -moſt averſe from ways'of Violence and Blood 


« eſpecially from ufing any-ſuch ways upon the account of Re- 
*ligion : And among Chriitian-Churches, where they ditfter 
«among themſelves, if either of them uſe thoſe ways upon the 
* account of Religion., *they give- a ſtrong Preſumption, 
$ apaintt themſelves that they are not truly Chriſtians. 2914, 

4g. 9- Dy | | 
oh There is reaſon for this,becauſe,we know that Chriſt gave 
*Love for the Caratter by which his Diſciples were to be 


 *known. John 13-35. By this ſhall all Mer know thas you are 


* my Diſciples, if you have Love to one another. And lealt men 
* ſhould unchriften others firſt, that they may hate them,and 
« Deſtroy them afterwards, Chriſt ealarged his Precept of 

| E- 2 * Love, 
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© Love, and extended it 'even to Enomiess;and not only ta 
ours, but to the Enemies of our Religion, Marr. 5.43, 44 . 


* 


ibid. pag. 9- 


” . 


"temper, {0 by this we may uſually judge, whe. they are 
* that excel among Chriſtian Churches,. when there happens 
Cany difference between them, wether touching the Faith, or 
*thz terms. of Communion., They that were the more Fierce, 
they generally had the worlt Caule iid; peg. 12, 13. 


0 


 ©The Council of Nice luppreſled. the. Arjans by: no other 


. 7 + 


©Force, ut puttiag: 47/45 out of their: Biſhopricks ; they - 


could not. think. Hereticks fit-to be truſted with cure of 
©Souls ; but etherwiſe, as to Temporal things, I do not find that” 
* they antlifted any kind of Puniſhment ; but when the ri? 
*2#5 came to have the Power in their Hands, when theirs was 
"come to.be the Jmperial Religion,.then Depriving was 
© nqthing, Baniſhmgnt .was the leaſt that they. inflifted. ibid. 
pag. 14. | . 

f Spirit. . I know not how it may be in particular Verſons ; 
"but I ſay again, it,is not, in the Gepjus.of our Church: She 


©hath no.Doctrine that reachath Perſcontion. ibid; pag. 20. 


_ *I wquld have-no man puniſhe#f6r his-Religio,: no,not 
© them that deſtroy men for Religion, :þ4d:: 2x «37. , 
. Dr Stzlling fleet comgs ſhert of none of 1 fd SubjeR. 
©Our Saviour,/azs Se,never preſſed Fallowers:as men do Sou/- 

© diers, but fd, If any au will come after me, let him take af, 
$ hzs Croſs nat his Sword.) and. follgw we. His was 3g wi 
G1adrigene; reucbeo'as his .very Commands Jhewed his- Meek- 
- Trenicum, a Weapen-Salve for the (nels; | ls. Laws. hong © [weet -and 
STD wet. BEle Laws 5.n0t like Drec's tha 
Ad prongs 10/the Renie —  WEr& WTIt in Blood, unleſs it were 
| _ *Iis ownFthat gave them... Hjs defign 
* I. © was 


* As our holy Religion excels all otbers in.this admirable 


Neither our Religion, nor our Church, is of a perſecutivy | 


-* 
hy % 
D —- Ss 
” C 


{ wasto eaſe men of theis former ;Burdens,” and not lay 6tt 
. More, tne Duties he required were.no other but ſuch as were 
- Acccllary, and withal very juſt and reaſonable. He that 
« CAmero take away the inſupportable Yoke. of Jewiſh Cere* 
« Monies, certainly did never intend to. gall.the Necks of Jus .. 
Diſciples with another inſtead of it. And it weuld be ſtrange-* 
"the Church ſhould require more than Chriſt him{e<d;; -. . 
"and maxe other conditions of her Communion, tha £0 rat. * 
* 22007 ard of Diſcipleſhip.\What poſſible reaſon car bealiizned = 
er, given why ſuch things ſhould-not be ſufficiage: ft Com- . 
{- - ; union with a, Church, which are ſuſficiens JP7 ettrna! Sal 
« » vation ? And certainly. thoſe things are ſulfietent For that; 
' . Whichare-laid down. as neceſſary Duties for Chriſtianity by. 
. Our Lord and Sayiour;in .his Word. M'hat,ground car there 
: be why Chreitians ſhould not fapd upon: #he [ame terms ow 
« which they did in. the time of Chrift aud his Apojies ? NN; 


£ 
$ 
4 
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' not Religion ſufficiently guarded and fenced unneazy © Vas 
there ever more trueind; cordial Reveregee, 118.07 ſhip 

: rages 


* of God ?; What Chawer hath Chriſt given#thc"C 
bind men up te more-thas himſelf hath: done? Oc to exclude. 
«thoſe from her Societyrwho may. be admitted ine Heaven 
"Will Chrift.ever .thank Mtg-at the . great day. for kezping 
«ſuch ontifrom-Communigp with his Church,” when he wall 
© youchſate not only Crowns pf Glory to, but it maybe Avre- 
©le too, {if there be any fuch things there? The Grand 
© Commiſſion the. Apoſtles: were ſent out with, was only 
(to :texch what Chriſt had commanded: them... Not the Jeatt? 
<Intiquation of any Power given them. to umpoſe or require 
* any thing beyond what himſelf had ſpoken to them, or they 
 %were dire&ed to by the tmmediate. Guidance of the Spi- 
| © tit:of God. Ti: 
; * Without all Controverſie, the main Inlet of all the 
[- ©ÞiſtraQtions,.. Confufions .and Diviſions. of the Chriſtian 


* © World 


Cao). | 

* World, hath been by addiog other Conditions'ef Church 
* Communion than Chrilt hach done, Eo 

© There is nothing the Primitive Church deſerves greater 
*1mitation by us in, than in that admirable Temper, Mo 
*ration and Condelention which was uſed in it towards all the 
* Members of it. | 

* This admirable Temper in the Primitive Church might 
* be largely cleared from that Liberty they allowed freely to 
* Diſfenters from them in matters of Practice and Opinion ; 
*as might 'be_cicared from Cyprian, Auttin,:; Jerome, 'and 
* others —Leaving the Men to be-won by.obſerving thetrue 
*decency and order of Churches, whereby thofs who att up- 
<on a true Principle of Chrittian Ingenuity may be ſooner 
* drawn to a Compliance in all lawful things, than by Ferce 
*and rigorous Impolitions, - which make men {uſp-& the 
* weight of the thing it {elf,- when {uch Force is uſed to make 
*itenter. i» Preface. | OP DEE | 

The ſame is 1n effeft deelared'by the Houſe of Commons 
when they returned their. Thanks ro Dr. Tiilotfon, Dear of 
Canterbary, for his Sermon preached betore them November 
the 57h. 1678, &efiring himio Print that Sermon, where he 
ſays, upon our Sevioars Words, * Te kxow not what manner of 
* Spirit ye are of, Ye own your ſelves to be my Diſciples, but 
© do you confider . what Spirit now Acts and Governs you? not 
* that ſurely which my DoCtrine defignes to mould-and fafhi- 
* on. you into z: which is .not a Furious and Perſeenting, and 
*De3trutFive Spirit, but Mild and Gentle,and Saving ; tender 
© of the Lives and Intereſts of Men,- even'of thoſe who are 
* our greateſt Enemies. paz. 6, 7, | h 

* Nodifference of Religion, no pretence of Zeal for God 
"and Chriſt can warrant and juftifie this Paſſionate and Fierce, 


 ©*this Vindiftive and Exterminating Spirit. i67d. pag. 7. 


_ *He(z,e. Clit) came to introduce a Religion, which 
. * conſults 


= 'Y wy 


#:29Þ 

© conſults not only the Eternal*Salvation of mens Souls, 'but 
'* their Temporal Peace and Security, their Comfort and Hap- 
«© pineſs in this World, ibid.prg. 8. | 
 *Tn ſeemed good to the Author of this Inſtitution to compel 
© no man to it by "Femporal Puniſhment. 744, pag. 13. 

© To.ſeperate Goodneſs and Mercy from God,. Compaſſion 
©* and Charity from. Religion, is to make the two beſt things 


* in the World, God and Religion, goed for. nothing. . 7rd. 


47. 19. | | | 
Y g True Chriftianity is not noly the beſt, but the beſt natured 
© Inſtitution inthe World; and fo far as any Church is de- 
© parted from good Nature, and become Cruel and Barbarous, 
© 1o far it is degenerated from Chriſtianity. #474. pag. 3o. 
_ Thusfar Dr Tillotſon, who, to be ſure, deſerves not to be 
thought the leaſt Eminent in the preſent Church of Englazd. 
Let us hear what DoCtor Barxet lays to it. | LEE 
« Men are not-Maſters of their own Perſwaſions,. and can- 
© not change. their rhoughts as they pleaſe ; he that believes 
*any thing concerning Reon, cannot twrm us the Prince com 
* mand) him, or accomodate himſelf to the Law or his perſent In- 
* rereſts,- unleſs he arrive at that pitch of Atheiſm, as to look 
Con Religion only asa. matter of Policy, and an Eagiae tor cis 
© vil Government ; Dy Burnet's Hiftory of the. Rights of P1 inces, 


&c, in his. Preface, pag. 49... 


"Tis. to-this Do&tor's pains ſheows the very Hiſtory of - her 


Reformation, and as by 1t he has perpetuated. his Name. with 
hers, certainly. he muſt have Credit with hgr, or we can de- 


{ervenone with any body elſe, for.no..man coutd well go fur- - 


ther to oblige her. -- "Fr. | SY 
 Letme herebring in. a lay Member.of the Church of: Exg- 

lind, Sir Robert Porwtz, in his vindication of Morarchy, wha 

yeilds us aa excellent Teſtimony to the matter in hand, * The 
Sword #vaileth little with the Souls of Men, unleſs to deffroy 


- 


* them - 


W-* 


-&*- aid 0ne-theChurch'tf Exglesd is bound to hear by many. 
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* *them evgethet with their Bodies, and tomake men de/Ptyare, 


-+* or difſemblers in Religion, and whea They find opperrugity 


 *to fall into Rebellion, as there are'many Examples. p..27. * :. 


<Inthe Ancient Times of Chriſtianity, ſuch means were 

© not uſed as might make Hereticks and Schiſmaticks more 0b/t:- 

© ate than docible, through the prepoſierons proteedtngs of the 
»* Magiſtrates and Minifters of Juſtice in the Exteention of 


» < Pexgt Laws, uſed rather as S-ares for gaining of Money and 


*Pecuniary Multts impos'd, rather as Prices .iet upon Offen- 
*ces, than as Puniſhments for the Reformatiton:oft Manners, 
i#6id;-pag. 28. 4 eats 

* The. Ancient Chriſtians were forbidden by- the *Imperinl 
| 4£aw, as allo by the Laws 'of other Chrittian 
"4 bagane,” . "Nations, under"a fxreat Penalty to medale with 
= '.. © "the Goods of the Fews 'or Pagans living peaceably 
1614. Pan. 29. | | be pa X +l HP His 

454 r Goods of the Jews, although Fnemies to the 
«Chriſtian Religion, cannct for the cauſe of Religion tome, 
1 by Eſchear anto Chriſtian Princes , under whom they live, 

© 1t 35 truly ſaid; that Peace,a Meſſenger whereof, an Angel 
© hath been choſen to be, # ſcarce ever eſtabliſhed by the Sword ;, 
*2nd:the Goſpel, the bleſſed Peace, cannot be publiſhed by 
* the Sound, of the Cannon; neither the Seared Word be can 


- 


* veyed untous by the iz:pions apas of Sontdiers; neither Trax» 
"qurlity bebrought to the Perſons and Confciences' of Men, 


6 that whic bFringeth Rsin upto Nations. 1bid. pag. 30. 

-"He-has faidmuch baby + the Tells aps oa of 
Meg truly. great; Igive this ftill to the. Church of Eglands 
Principles,” whij Bikes ir harder” for her to juſtitie her 
PhRtice tn-her uſtof Power. ' Burler us hear a King ſpeak, 
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King Charles the Firſt, out of his rexder and princely 
ſence of the ſad and bleeding Condrtion of the Kingdom, and 
hisunwearied Deſires to apply ſuch Remedies, as by the bleſ- 
fling of Almighty God, might ſettle it in Peace; by the 

dvice of his Lords and Commons of Parliament Afﬀem- 

led at Oxford, propounded and deſired, that all the Members 
of both Houſes might ſecurely meet in a full and free Con- 
vention of Parliament, there to #reat, ronſult and agree upon 
ſuch things, as may condace to the maintenance and defence 
of the Reformed Proteſtant Religion, with due conſfidera- 
tion to all juſt and reaſonable __ to tender Conſciences. The 
—_ Meſſage of a Treaty, March 3. 1643.from Oxford, Su- 
per{cribed'to the Lords and Commons of Parliament afſem- 
bled at Weſtminſter. | | 

'In the Kings Twentieth Meſſage for Peace, January 29. 
1645. he has theſe Words, That by the Liberty offered in his 
Meſſe of the 5th. preſent, for the eaſe of thetrr Conſciences' 
who will not Communicate ix the Service already eſtabliſhed by 
At of Parliament in this Kingdom, He intends that all other 
Proteſtants behaving themſelves peaceable in and towards the 
civil Government, Tl have the free Exercile of therr Religi- 
on according to their own way. | 
' - In the Thirty third Meſſage for Peace, Nowember 17. 1647. 
there are theſe Words, His Majeffy conſidering thegreat preſent 
Diſtempers coxrerzizg Church Diſcipline, and that the Preſ- 
byterian Government #5 now in practice, bis Majeſty to eſchew 
Confuſion, as much as may be, and for the ſatisfattion of his 
two Houſes, is content that the faid Government be legally per- 
"witted to ſtand in the ſame Condition it now is, for three Tears; 
provided, that his Majeſty and thoſe of his Fudement(or any other 
who cannot in Conſcience ſubmit thereunto) be not obliged to com- 
ply with the Presbyterian Government, but have free Pyactice of 
their own Profeſſion without receiving any Prejudice thereby. 
-Erom the-Hle of Hyg hr. "Tp In 


| ( 34) | 
In . his Declaration to all his Peopte, Fannary 18; 1645- 
from Carisbrook Caſtle, after the Votes of no Addreſs, He 
fays, I have ſacrificed to my two Houſes of Parliament, for the 
Peace of the Kingdom, all, but what is much more dear th me then . 
my A, »y Conſcience and my Honour. 

In his Letter to the Lords, Gentlemen and Committee of 
the Scotch Parliament, together with the Officers of the Ar- 
my, Fu 2. 1648, from Carisbrook Caftle—— As the beſt 
foundation of Loyalty is Chriſtianity, ſo 7rue Chriſtianity #5 
perfect Loyalty. # 

VI. EIX2N BAZ14 Upon his Majeſties retirement from . 
Weſtminſter. — Sure it ceaſes to be Counſel, when zot Reaſon - 
is uſed, as to Men to Perſwade, but. Force ava Terror as ts 
Beaſts, to drive and compel men to whatever tumultary Patrons - 
ſhall projet. He deſerves to be aSlave without. Pity or Redemep-. 
tion, that is content, to have his Rational Soveraignty of his 
Soul, azd Liberty of his Wi'l and Words fo captivated.-——. 
Again, ibid, Szre that Man cannot be blameable to God or Man, 
who ſeriouſly indeavours to ſee the beſt reaſon of things,and faiths - 
fully follows what he, takes for reaſon ; the uprightneſs of his - 
Intentions wi[excuſe the poſſible failings of his Underſtanding, 
— Again, ibid. 1 know no Reſolutions more worthy a Chriſtian . 
King, ther to prefer his Conſcience before his Kingdoms. 

XII. Upon the Rebellion and Troubles in Ireland, — Some - 
kind of. Zgal counts all merciful Moderation Lukewarmneſs, 
4rd had rather be Cruel than accounted Cold, and is not ſelaom 
mpre greedy to ki{l the Bear for her Skin, than for axy harm he 
hath done.— ibid, DMmy G9d, thou ſceſt how much Cruelty 
among Chriſtians is acted under the colour of R-ligion, | 
a$ if we could not be. Chriſtians unleſs. we Crucifie one 
another. 

] 7p Upon the calling the Scots and.their coming, Svre:,. 
in matters,of Religion thoſe Truth's gain moſt. ow mens Judg- 
MEnRtS 


ments 4#d4 Conſciences which 23 leaſt urged with Seeuiar Vi- 
olence, which weakens T ruth with Prejudices; and ts unreaſonable 
ro be uſed,till ſuch means of rational Convittion hath been appli'd, 
as leaving no excuſe for Ignorance condemns mens Obſtinacy to 
deſert d Penalties.--Violent Motions are neither Paniy, Chri- 
ſttan or Loyal.--The pzopcr Engine of Faction is Force: 
the . Arbitrator. of Beafts,. not .of reaſonable Men, much leſs of 
humble Chriſtians: a»d loyal SubjeCts,im matters of Religion. 
XIV. Upon the Covenant. Religion requires Charity 
and Candor ts others of different Opinions. Nothing Violent 
axd Injurious can be Religions... | 
>—Upon the many Jcalouſies railſed;. and Scandals caſt 
_ upon the King to ſtir up-:the People againſt him.— 1» 
Point of trae Confez 
aud Meekneſs, not with-prond or arrogant Adivity, which ſeeks 
ra hatch every egge of indiff 
I have oft declared how little Facfire my Laws ana Scepter ſhould 
entrench over Gods Soveraignty,: which ts the only King of 
mens Confciences. ; 


XVII. Ta the Prince of Wales.-—Take heed of abetting to + 


any Faitions ; your partial adhereing to any one Side gains you 
mot ſo great Advantages in ſome Mens Hearts ( whoare prone to 


beof their Kings Religion ) as it looſeth you in others, who think . 


themſelves, and their Profeſſion, firſt deſpiſed, then perſecuted 
by you. —— My Counſel and Charge to you 3s, That you ſeriouſly 
conſider the former real or .objeffed Miſcarriages, which mizht 
occaſion my Troubles, that you may avoid them. — A Charitable 
Connivance a»d Chri#ia» Toleration, oftex -di//ipates their 


Strength whem rougher Oppoſition fortifies. —— Always keep up 
Sollid Piety 4-4 7ho/e Fundamental 7745 ( which mend 


both Hearts and Lives of Men ) with impartial Favour and 


Fuſtice —Tour Prerogative is beſt ſhewed and exerciſed in re- - 


mitring rather then exatting the rigour of the. Law, there being 
wething worſe than legal Tyranny. And 


Yextions | enderneſs ( attended with Humility 


rent Opinion to Fattion or Sthiſm ) 


— 
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' Andas this was the Sence and Judgment of: a King that 
Time and the greateſt Troubles had inform'd with a ſuperiour 


Judgment, (and which to be ſure highly juſtifies the meaſures 


that are now taken ) -So Dr. Hudſon his Plain-dealing Chaplain 


| muſt not be forgotten by us on this occaſion,who took the free- 


dom to tell his Royal Maſter, That he lookt upon the Calamities 
he laboured under,to be the hand of God upon him, for not having 
given God his due over Conſcience. 

One can eaſily imagin. this to be Reformation Language, 
and then it:is not hard'to think how low that Church mult 
be fallen, that from ſo free and excellent a Principle, is come 
to make, execute and uphold Pezal Laws for Religion, againſt 
her Conſcientious Neighbours; bat it -is to be hoped, that 
like Nebuchadnezzar's Image, whoſe Feet was a mixture of 
Iroz and Clay, and therefore could not ſtand for ever ; Perſe- 


- Eution will not be able to mix ſo with-'the: Seed of Men but 


that Humanity will* overcome it, and Mankind one day be 
delivered from that Iren hard and fierce Nature. 

I havedene with my Church of Exglazds Evidences againſt 
Perſecntion. And for the Judgment of all ſorts of Diflenters 
18 that Point, let their Practice have been what-it will, no- 
thing 1s clearer than that they diſallow. of Perſecution, of 
which their daily Addrefles of Thanks to the King, for his 
General Eaſe by his Excellent Declaration. are an. undoub- 
ted Proof. - 

Thus then we fee it is evident, that it isnot only the Du- 
ty of all Parties, as they would be thought Chriſtians, to Re- 
_ Penal Lews for Religion, but upon a fair enquiry, we 
ee it is the avowed Principle of every Party at one time or 
other that Conſcience ought not to be compel'd, -nor Religi- 
on impos'd upon worldly Penalties. And fo 1 come to the 


| thurd and laſr part of this Diſcourle, 


PART IE. 
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PART III. 


It is the Intereſt of all Parties, and eſpecially the Church of 
| England. 


A*® I take all Men to be unwillingly ſeparated from their 
Intereſts, and conſequently ought only to be ſought and 
diſcours'd in-them, ſo it muſt be granted me on «il hands,that 
Intereſts chaxge as well as Times, and *tis the Wiſdom of & 
Man to obſerve the Courſes, and humor the Motions of his 


Intereſt, as the beſt way to preſerve it. Andleaſt any i!l-na- 
tur'd or miſtaken Perſon ſhould call it remporizing,I make this 
early Proviſion ; That -I mean no immorral or corrupt com- 
plyance : A Temporizing,deſervedly baſe with Men of Vertue, 
and which in all times, my Practice as well as Judgment hath 
ſhown the laſt Averſien to. For upon the Principle I now go, 
and which I lay down, as common and granted in Reaſon 
and Fa&t with-all Parties concern'd in this Diſcourſe, that 
Man, doesnot change, that morrally follows his Intereſt un- 
der all its Revolutions, becauſe to be true to his Intereſt is his 
firſt civil Principle. I premiſe this to introduce what I have to 
"offer, with reſpeC&t to the Intereſts to benow treated upon. 
And firſt, I fay, I takeit to bethe Intereſt of the Church of 
\Exg land to aboliſh the Penal Laws, becauſe it never was her In- 
Tereſt to make them.My reaſons for that Opinion are theſe, Firit, 
they have been an Argument to invalidate the Sufferings of 
the Reformers, becaule if it be unlawful to diſobey Govern- 
ment about matters of Religion they were in the wreng. Aud 
if they ſay, O but they were in Error that puniſh'd then 
Non-conformity ; I anſwer, how can ſhe prove that fhe is 
Inf iis jm the Rivcht ? And if this cannot be done, ſhe com- 
; | G PCs 
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pels to an uncertainty upon ws {ameterms. Secozdly, She has 
overthrown the Principles upon which ſhe ſeparated from + 
Rome. For if it be unlawful to plead Scripture and Conſcience 
to vindicate Difſent from her Communion, it was unlawful , 
for her upon the fame Plea to diſſent from the Church of - 
Rome, unlels ſhe will ſay again, that ſhe was in the Right,but 
the other in the Wrong, and ſhe knows this is no Anſwer, but 
a begging of the Queſtion ; for they that ſeparate from her, | 
think themſelves as Serious,Deyout, and as much in the Right | 
asſhe could do, If then Conſcience and Scripture, interpre- 
red with the beit Light ſhe had, were the ground of her Re- | 
formation, {ſhe muſt allow. the Liberty ſhe takes,or ſhe eats her | 
Words, ezd ſubverts her Foundation; then which nothing can | | 
be more deſtructive to the Intereſt of any Beeing, Civil or f 
Eccleſiaſtical, Thirdly, The Pexal Laws have been the great. | 
Make-bate in the Kingdom from the beginning. For if I ſhould { 
grant that ſhe had once been truly the Church of Ezg land, I {i 
mean, conſiſting of all the People of Exgland, ( which ſhe | 


was not, for there were divers Parties diſlenting from the firſt | 
of her eſtabliſhment) yet ſince it afterwards appear'd ſhe | 
was but one Party tho the biggeſt, ſhe ought not to have p- 
made her Power more National than her Faith, nor her 
Faith ſo by the Force of her Temporal Authority.  *Tis true | 
ſhe got the Magiſtrate of her ſide, but ſhe engaged him too. * 
far. For ſhe knew Chriſt . did not leave Ceſar Executor 
to his laſt Will and Teftament,. and that- that ſhould be the 
reaſon why ſhe did ſo, was none of the beſt Ornament to her. 
Reformation. That ſhe was but a Party, tho the biggeſt, by 
the Advantages that temporal Power brought her, I {hall eaſi: | 
ly prove, but I will introduce it with a ſhort Account of our | 
State-Retormat1on here in Exglaxd, Uo 
Henry the Eighth, wasa kind of Hermophredite in Religion, 
or 1n the Language ofthe times,a Tr;mmer ; being a meddly of 
Ln. Papiſt | 
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Papiſt and Proteſtant, and Rf he aCted to the Life, or 
to the Death rather ; Sacriticing on the ſame Day Men of 
both Religions, becauſe one was not Proteſtant enough, and 
t'other Papiit enough for him. In this time were ſome Ane- 
baptiſts, tor the diſtinQtion of Church of England, and Caluas 

eſt was not then known. | 

Eaward the Sixth fucceeded, a Prince that promiſed Ver- 
tues, that might more than ballance the Excetiſes of his Father, 

-and yet by 'Arch-Biſhop Cranmer, was compelled to ſign a 
Warrant to Burn poor Jean of Kent, a famous Woman, but 
counted an Enthuſiaſt : But to prove what I ſaid of him, 'twas 
not without frequent Denials and Tears, and the Biſhop ta- 
king upon him to anſwer for it at Gods Judgment ; of which 
I hope his Soul was diſcharged, tho his Body, by the ſame 
Law, ſuffered the fame Puniſhment in the ſacceeding Reign. 
Thus even the Proteſtazts begun with Blood for meer Religi- 
'0n, and taught the Romeriſfts, in fucceeding times, how to 
deal with them. 

At this time the Controverfie grew warm between the 
Church of Exglazd and the Calvaziſts, that were the Abler 

Preachers and the Better Livers. "The Biſhops being molitiy 


- men of State,and ſome of them looking ratiter backward the: 


forward, Witneſs the Difficulty the King had to get Hooper 


- Conſecrated Biſhop, without Conformity to the reſerved Ce- 
* TEMONIECS: 


Qmzeen Mary came in, and ended the Quarrel at the Stake. 
Now Rzdty and Hooper hug, and are the deareſt Brethren and 
-beſt Friends in the World. Hooper keeps his Ground, and 
 Ridly ſtoops with his Ceremonies to t'others further Retor- 


*mation. But this Light and Union fow'd trom their Perſz- 


Cution : For thoſe abroad at Frazkfora, and other places Wero 
not upon ſo good Terms: Their Fewds grew. ſo great tuat 


the one refuſed Communion with the other,many. cndeavaurs 
Go 2 were 


II 
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--Wwere uſed to quench the Fire, but they were ineffeQual;; at ' 


beſt it lay under the Aſhes of their AMiCtion for another 
time ; for no ſooner was 2xeen Elizabeth upon her 'Throne 

then they returned, and their Difterence with them". They 

managed-1t civilly for a while,. but Ambition in ſome, and 

Covetouſneſs in others on the one .hand,” and Diſcretion gi- 

ving way to Reſentment en the other, they. fickt-ply the Queer 
and her Miniſters, and when that ended in favour of the ex 
of Ceremony, the others arraigned them. betore the firſt Refor- 
mers abroad, at Geneva, Baz#l,: Ryrich,, &c. The leading 
Prelates by their Letters, as. DoCtor - Burxet lately. tells us, 
in his Printed Relation of, his Travels, clear theinſelves to 
thoſe firſt DoCtors of any ſuch Imputation, and lay all 
upon the Queen, who for Reaſons of State would not be 
brought to: ſo Inceremonious a way of Worſhip as that of 


the Caluanifts.. 


At this time there were Papifts, ProteFants, mm 
Preciſians, Ubiquitiſts, Familiſts or Fithuſiafts and Ana 4p- 


tiſts in Evglaxd ; when the very firſt Year of her Reign, a 


Law for Uziformity in Worſhip and Diſcipline was enaQted, 


and more followed of. the ſevercſt Nature, and ſometimes ex- - 


ecuted. Thus then we ſce. that there. never was ſuch a thing 


a3 a Church of Erg/and fince the Days of Popery, that is, a 


Church of Communion containing all the People of the King- 
dom, and ſo cannot be ſaid to be ſo much as a 7Tw:-of the 
Reformation.; neverthelets: ſhe got- the Bleſſing, of the. Civil 
Magiſtrate. She made him great to. be. great by. him : If 
She might be rhe Church, He. ſhould be the. Head. .. Much 


-£00d mre7 the Bargarn do her. . Now is the time for. her to 


#and to.her Principle, TI never knew any body exceed their 
Bounds that were not met with at lai, Tf we could eſcape 


Men, God we: cannot, his Providence. will overtake us, and - 


fand us out, 
By 


vm. 


va 
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 Byallchis thenit appearing, that the Church of Exg/and 
was not the Nation,the Caſe is plain that the Pexal Laws were 
a Make-bate, for they Sacrificed every ſort of People whoſe 
Conſciences differed from the Church of England; which 
firſt put the Romaniſt upon flattering Prerogative, and cour- 


ting 1ts Shelter from the. wrath of thoſe Laws. The Addreſs 


could not be unpleaſant to Princes ; and we ſee it was not ; for 
Kjng Fames, that came. in with InveCtives againlt Popery, 
entring the Lift with the Learn'd of that Church,and charging 
her with all the Marks the Revelation gives to that of 47ti- 


_ chriſt, grew at laſt fo tame andeaſy towards the Romanifts, 


that our own Story tells us of the.Fears ot the encreaſe of Po-= 


pery in the litter Parliament of: his Reign. - | 
In Kzz7g Charles the Firſt's time, no body can doubt of the 


Complaint,becauſe that was in great meaſure the dritt of every 


Parhament, and at laſt. one Reaſon of the War. On the other 
hand the Severity of the Biſhops againit "Men of their own 
heamn wr + and in the:main, of their wn Communion,either 


' becauſe they were more zealous in Preaching, more followed 


of the People, or could not wear ſome odd Garment, and leſs, 
lead the Dance ona Lords Day at a Maypole, ( the Relique of 
Florathe Roman Strumpert) or perhaps for rubbing upon the 
Ambition, Covetouſneſs and Lazinefs of the Dignified, and 
Ignorance and Looineſs of the ordinary Clergy of the Church 
( of which I could produce Five hundred grofs Inſtances ) TI 
fay theſe things breed bad Blood, and in part, gave begin= 
nings to thoſe Animoiities, that at laſt broke forth, with fome 
other Pretences into all thoſe National Troubles that agitated 
this poor Kingdom: for Ten Years: together, in which the 
Church of Ezg/and became the greateit Looſer, Her Clergy 
turn'd out, her Nobility and Gentry Sequeitred, Decimited, . 
Impriſoned, &'c, And whatever ſhe 1s pleaſed to think, ng- 


thing is truer, then that her Pezal Laws, and Conductiin the - 


OfFar- 
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$tar-Chamber, and high Commiſſion Coitrt in matters of Reli- 
_ gion, was her overthrow. 
Tisas evident, the ſeme Humour ſince the Reftoration of 
the late King, has had almoſt the ſame Effect. - For nothing 
. was grown 10 little and contemptible as the -Church of Exy- 
{ad 1n this Kingdom fhe now intitles her ſelf the Church ot : 
' Witnefs the EleCtions of the laft three Parliaments before this, 
I know it may be ſaid the Perſons choſen were Church goers 3 
-T confeſs it, tor the Law would have them fo. - But no body 
.were more avers to the Politicks of the Clergy ; inforuch 
that the Parſon and the Pariſh almoſt every where divided 
Upon the quzſtion of their EleCtion. In truth, it has been the 
. Favour and Conntexzexce of the Crown, and not her intrinſiak 
Intereſt or Value, that - has kept her up to this Day ; elſe 
: her Pexal Laws, the Bulwork of the Church: of En21and, by 
the ſame figure, that ſhe is one againſt Popery, had ſunk her 
. Jong ſince. 
I hope I may, by this time, conclude, without oJence, that 
. the Peral Laws have been a Make-bate in the great Family of 
. the Kingdom, ſetting the Father againſt his Chuldren, and 
Brerhrea againſt Brethren ; not only giving the Empire to 
one, but endeavouring toextinguiſh the reſt, and that for this 
.the Church of Exg/azd has once paid a ſevere Reckoning. <I 
apply it thus: Is it not her Intereſt to be careful ſhe does4t 
Rot a ſecond time? ſhe has a fair Opportunity to prevent it, 
and keep her ſelf where ſhe :is, that 15. the Publick Retig iv 
. of the Country, with the real Maintenance of 1t; which is 
a plain preference to all the reft. If ſhe hopes by her Averſion 
to a general Eafz, to ſet up for a Bulwork againſt Popery, 
one Year will ſhow the trick, and mightily deceive her, and 
the Oppzrtunity will be loſt, and anorher Bargain driven, T 
dare aſſure her, mightily to her Diſadvantage. Vrolence and 
Tyranny are'no natural Conſequences ofPopery, tor then m_ 
| would 
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would follow every where, and in all places and times alike. 
But we ſeg in twenty Governments in Germany there is none . 
for Religion, nor was-not for an Age in France, and in Poland, 
the Popiſh Cantons. of Switzerland, Vexice, Lucca, Colonia, 
Ee. where that. Religion..is Dominant , the People enjoy 
their Ancient and. Civil.Rights a little more ſteadily than -. 
they have. of late time done. in:{ome.Proteſtant- Countries - 
nearer home, almoſt ever ſince. the ,Reformation. -.. Is. this 
againit Proteftancy ? No, but very much againſt Proteſtants, - 
For had they been true to their Principles, we'had been upon 
better Terms. Sorthat. the Reformation was. not the Fault, 
but not keeping to it better tham ſome have done; For where- 
as they were Pap:iftsthat both obtain'd the Great Charter and 
Charter of Foreſts, and in the ſucceſſive Reigns of the Kings 
of their Religion, Induſtriouſly laboured the Confirmation of 

them, as the great Tex of their Liberties and Properties, by | 
above thirty other Laws ; we find almoſt an equal Number to 
Deſtroy them, and but one made in their Favour ſince the 
Reformation, and that ſhrowdly againſt the will of the high . 
Church-men too ; I mean the Petition of Right, in the third 
Year of Charles the firſt. In ſhort, They deſire a legal Secu- 
rity with us, and we are afraid of it, leaſt it ſhould inſecure 
us.; when nothing can do it ſo certainly as their Inſecurity, 
for Safety makes no Man Deſparate, And he that ſeeks eaſe 
by Law, therefore does it, becauſe he would not attempt it 
by Force. . Are we afraid of their Power and yet provoke it ? 
Tf this Jealouſic and Averſion prevail; it may drive her to a 
Bargain with the Kingdom. for ſuch general Redemption of 
Property, as may deſolve our great Corporation of Con- 
ſcience, and then the will think that half a Loaf had been bet>- - 
ter than no Bread, and that it had been more adviſable to have 
parted with Pexal Laws, that only ſerv'd to drels her in Satyr, 
then haye loſt all for keeping them ; eſpectally, when ut 
Was. 


4: CT ED (44 ) 1 S 
was but parting with Spurs, Claws and Bis that made her - 
look more like a YVulter than a Dove, and a Lion than a. 


Lamb, 


But T proceed - to my next Reaſon, why it is her Intereſt to 


Repeal thoſe Pexal Laws, ( tho a youe cannot be advanced 


to Men than /e/f Preſervation).and that is, That ſhe elſe breaks 
with a King heartily inclix'd to preſerve her by any way that is 
not Perſecuting, and whoſe Intereſt ſhe once perſu'd at all 


Adventures, when more than ſhe ſees was ſuggeſted to her by 


the Men of the Intereft ſhe oppoſed in ' favour of his Claim. 
What then has befallen her,that ſhe changes the courſe ſhe took 
with ſuch reſolutions of perſeverance? for bringing him to the 
Crown with this Religion, could not be more her Duty to his 
Title, or her Intereſt to ſupport her own, than 1t 1s ſtill, ts 
be fair with kim. Tf ſhe ow'd the one to him and to Chriſti- 
anity, ſhe is not leſs indebted to her ſelf the other. Does he 
ſeek to impoſe his own Religion upon her? By no means. 
There is no body would abhor the Attempt , or, at all Ad- 
ventures, condemn it more than my ſelf. What then is the 
matter ? why he deſires eaſe for his Religion, ſhe does not 
think fit to conſider him in this, (no not to the King ſhe 
brought with this Objection to the. Crown”) Certainly the is 
much in. the wrong, and ſhews her ſelf an 1ll Courtier (tho 
:t was become her calling ) firſt to give him Roaft-meat, then 
beat him with the Spit. Ts not this to quit thoſe high Princi= 
ples of Loyalty and Chriſtianity ſhe valued her ſelf once up- 


07, and what ſhe can, provoke the Miſchiefs ſhe fears? cer- 


tainly this is dividing in Judgment from him that ſhe has 
ackowledged to be her Ecclefppaſftical Head, 

My fifth Reaſon 1s, that as the making and executing the 
Penal! Laws for Religion affeQts all the ſeveral Parties of Pro- 
teitant Diſſenters as well as the Papiſts ( the Judges in Yaugh- 
hax's tae and heat the Head ot rhem, giving lt as their Opi- 
nion, 


&. 
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nion, they were equal'y expoſed to thoſe Laws) and that 
are thereby naturally driven into an Intereſt with them; ſo it 
is at this time greatly the Prudence of the Church of En3/and 
to repcal tzem, for byſo doing ſhe divides the: Intereſt that 
ſelf Preſervation allows all Men to perſue, that are united by 


| danger: And ſince ſhe is aſſured the Papz/ts ſhall not have the 


leſs Eaſe in this King's time than if the Laws were RepealPd, 
and that her Fears are not of the fucceeding Raigns, how is 
their Repeal a great Inſecurity , eſpecially, when by that, 
ſhe draws into her Intereſt all the Proteſtant Difſenters;that are 
abundantly more conſiderable than the Papifts, and that are 
as unwilling that Popery ſhould be Natioxal as her ſelf, For 
if this be not granted, fee what Reputation follows to the 
Church of Ezg/azd. She tells the King ſhe does not defire 
his Friends ſhould be perſecuted,yet the torbearance muſt not 
be by Declaration to ſave the Government, or by Law to ſave 
her ; and without one of theſe Warrants; every civil Magi- 
ſtrate and Officer in Ezgland is Perjured that ſuffers them in 
that Liberty againſt Law. How can ſhe be ſincerely willing 
that ſhould be done, that {he is not willing ſhould be done 
leg ally ? 
Bur Sixthly,the Church of Ez21and does not know but they 
or ſome other Party may at one time or other prevail. Ir 
ſeems tome her Intereſt to {et a good Example, and fo to be- 


ſpeak eafie Terms for her ſelf. I know of zone intended, and 


believe no body but her ſelf can place her ſo low, yet it it 
were her unhappineſs, T thiak tohave civil Property ſecur'd 


-out of the Quelition of Religion, and Conitraint upon Con- 


ſcience prevented by a Glorious Magna Charta for the liberty of 
7t, were not a thing of ill Conſequence to her Intereſt. Let 


-us but conſider what other Princes did for their own Religion, 


within the laſt ſeven Raigns, when they came to the Crown, 
and we cannot think fo ſoft and equal a thing as an impartte! 
| i Liberty 
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( 
Liberty of Conſcience, after all that has been ſaid of a Popifh 
Succeſlor, an ordinary CaraCter of a Prince, or a mean Af- . 


ſurance to us : This ought not to ſlip her Reflection. Beſides, 
there is ſome care due to Poſterity : Tho the preſent Mem- 
bers of her Communion may eſcape the Temptation, their 
Children may not : They may charge the Religion of their 
Education, and Conſcientiouſly chuſe ſome other Communi= 
on. Would they ſubmit the Fortazes they leave them to the 


Rape of hungry Courtiers, Biggots and indigent Informers, 
or have thei poor Poſterity Impoveriſht, Baniſht or Executed 


for Sober and Religious Diflent? God knows into whoſe hands 
theſe Laws at laſt may fall, what Miſchief they may do, and 


to whom. Believe me, a King of the humor of Sr F. K. of , | 


the We#, or SrW. A. of Reading, or Sr R. B. or Sr 8.8. of 
London, would, with ſuch vouchers, quickly make a Go/gatha 
of the Kingdom. If ſhethinks her ſelf conſiderable in Num- 
ber or Eſtate, ſhe will have the more to looſe. Let her not 
therefore eftabliſh that in the Prejudice of others, that may in 
the hands of others turn to her Prejudice. . 

Laitly, T would not have her miſs the advantage that is 


deſign'd her by thoſe that perhaps. ſhe thinks worſt of. I 


dare {ay no body would willingly ſee the. Presbyterian in her 
Chair, and yet that may happen to be the Conſequence of her 


Tepaciouſneſs in a little time.” For if the Averfſion her Sons 
promote by whole ſale againit Popery ſhould prevail, the re- . 


mains of it in her ſelfare not like to eſcape that Reformation: 
I mean, her Epiſcopal Government, and the Ceremontes of her 
Worſhip, for which ſhe has vext the moſt Conſciencious Peo- 
ple of this Kingdom above an Age paſt. And the Presbyre- 
7a being a Rich, Ingduſtrious and Numerons Party, as well 
among the Nobility and Gentry, as Trading and Country 


People, I cannot ſee but the next Motion, naturally ſpeaking, 


is like to tend that way ; for other Parties, however well 


:lteeme], _ 


7 
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eſteemed may ſeem too great a ſtep of Reformation at 
once, and methinks {he has taited enough of that Regimear, 
to beonce wile, and keep the Bzl/azce in her own Hands. And * 
certain 1t 15, that nothing will ſo eftectually do this.as the &r.- 
treated Liberty of Conſcience; for then there will be four 
Parties of Diflenters belides her felf, to Ballarce againſt any 
Defigns that may warp or byafs things to their Advancement, 
And that which ought to induce rhe Church of Eng /exd nor 
2 little to haften, as well as do the thing, is this; ſhe is 
now a ſort of National Church by” Power, {he will then be the 
Fublick Church by- Concurrence of all Parties. Inſtead of 
Enemies to invade or undermine her, they that ſhould do it 
are made the Friends of her fatety by the happineſs they, ea- 
joy through her complacency : And if any ſhould be foun- 
natural or ungrateful to her,the Intereſt of the rett will oblige 
them to be her Spys and Security againſt the Ambition of any 
fuch Party. I do heartily pray to God that he would exlighter 
the Eyes of her Leaders, and give them good Hearts too, that 
Fa#ioz may not prevail againſt Charity, in the name of Re- 
ligion: And above all,that ſhe would not be proud of her 
Numbers, - or ſtand off upon that RefteCtion ; for that alone 
will quickly leflenthem in a Nation loving Freedomas much 
as this we livein; 'And what appears in the Town 1s an ill 


"Glaſs to takea proſpett of-the Country by : There are Pa- 


riſhes that have Fifteen Thouſand Souls in them and if 
two come to Church it is matter of Brag, tho half thereſt be 
ſown among the ſeveral diſſenting Congregations of their 


Fudgment. I would not have her miſtaken, tho Popery be an 


Unpopular thing,”tisas certain ſhe of a long time has not been 
Popular, and on that Principle never can be : And if theſhould 


''Plow with that Heifer now,and gaina little by the Averſion | 

to Popery ; when it is diſcern'd that Popery does return to 

- the civil, Intereſt of —_ Kingdom they will quickly be 
2 


Friends. 
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Friends. For-beſides that we are-the eaſieſt and beſt natur'd ' 
People. in the World to be appeas'd, there are thoſe charms in . , | 
Liberty and Property to Engliſh, Nature that, no endeayours | 
can relzſt or diſapoint. And can we reaſonably think the Ro- - 
maniſts will be wanting in that, when, they ſee it is. their 
own (and perhaps their only) Intereſt to do ſo ? Theſe are 
the Arguments which, I confeſs, have. prevailed with me to -. 
importune the Church of Ezgl/azd to yeild to the Repeal. of - 
all the Penal Statutes, and I ſhould be glad to ſee. them either 
- well refuted or ſubmitted to. 5 | , 
'  T ſhall-now Addreſimy ſelf to thoſe of the Roman Church, | 
and hope to-make it appear it is their Intereſt to fit down thank- - 
fally with the Lzberty of Conſcience herein deſgged, and that a 
Toleration and zo-more, 1s that. which all Romaniſts ought to . 
be ſatisfied with. My Reaſons are theſe. Fir, The Oppoſi= - 
ti0z that Popery every where.finds : For in, nothing 1s the ; 
Kingdom ſo much of a mind as.in this Averſion : / "Tis no >. 
news, and {o may be the better ſaid and taken. vay they | 
» this UVzzty, this Vziverſality and this Viſibility againſt Pope / y 
ry, make the attempt, for ore then Liberty of Conſcience, | 
? too great and Dangerous. I believe there may be ſome poor 
filly Biggots that hope bigger, and talk further, but who can 
help that ? there are weak People ofall ſides, and they will be. ; 
making a Pudder : But. what's the /angnage of . their true In- " 
zereſt, the Infallible guide of the wiſer Men ? Safety certain- - { 
ly ; and that in ſucceeding Raigns to chuſe : And if fo, their 
Steps muſt be modeſt, for they are Watcht and Number'd. 
And tho their Prudence ſhould ſubmit to their Zeal, both 
mult yeild to Neceſſity, whether they like it or no. What 
they convert upon the Square, Per/waſron T mean, is their own, 
ind much good may it do them. But the fear is not of this, 
and for compelling the avers Geni#s of the Kingdom,zhey have, 
not the means, what ever they would do if they had them :. 
| Which. . 
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Which. is my ſecond Reaſon. T ſay they have not the Power, 
and that is what we apprehend moſt, There are three things 
that prove this in my Opinion. Firſt, zheir wart of Hands, 
next, want of Time and laſtly, their Inteftine Diviſion ; whicii, 
« | whatever we think, is not inconfiderable. They are few, we 
| mult all agree, to thz Kinzdom, upon the beſt Computation 
that could be made. Out of eight Millions of People, they 
+» are not Thirty thouſand, and thole but.thigly ſown up and 
| down the Nation; by which it appears that the Diſproportion 
«I of the natural {trength is not leſs than two hundred and feven- , 
| ty Perſons to one. So that Popery in England is like a Spirit | 
without a Body, or a General without an Army. It can hurtno 
more than Bullets without Powder, or a Sword and 'no Hand 
to uſe it.. I dare.ſay, there is not of that Communion, enough 
K at once, to make all the Coal Fires in Lozaon, and yet we are RR 
| apptehenſive they are able to conſume the whole Kingdom. | 
| T am ſtill more afraid of her Fears than of them; for tho 
[ they ſeem high, ſhe thinks their Religion in no Reign has ap= 
F peared much lower. | 
O but they have the King of their Side, and he has the 
Executive. Power in his Hands | True, and thisI call the 
Artificial Strength of the Kingdom. Bur I ſay, firſt we have 
his Word tobind him. And tho ſome*may think our Kings 
cannot be tyed by their People, certainly they may be tyed 
by themſelves. What if I don't look upon the Act of both 
Houſes to oblige the King, his own Conceffion muſt;and that 
may be givenin an ACt of State I take the King tobe as well 
obliged in Honour and Conſcience t9. what he promiſes his 
People in another Method, as it it had þcen by his Royal Aſ- 
ſent in Parliament ; for an honeft mans Word is good every 
where, and why a Kings ſhould not I can't tell. *Tis true, 
the Placediffers and the Voice comes with greater Solemnity, 


but. why it ſhould with greater Truth I know not. And - 
Fae -- 
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the Church of England will but. be adviſed to give him the 


opportunity of kegping his repeated Word with her, and not 
deprive her {elf of that advantage by Jealouſies and Diſtances 
that make her ſuſpe&cd,:and may force him into another Con- 
duct, I cannot help. believing that the King will not to atittle 
let her feel the aſſurance and benefit of his Promiſes. 

But next; we have h« Ave for our Security, which is the 
ſecond Proof, of the ſecond Reaſon, why the Papitts ſhould 
look no farther then a Toleration: This 1s the want of time T 
mention'd. : They have but oze Life in the Leaſe, and 'tis 
out of their power to refiew ; and this Life has liv'd fatt too, 
and is got within ſ{eveniof threeſcore ; A greater Age then 
moſt of his Anceſtors ever attain'd. Well; 6xt he has an Army 


and many Officers of his own Religion. Andif it-be ſo, what 


can it do ? It may ſuppreſs an Inſurrection, but upon rhe at- 
temps we fooliſhly fear, they were hardly a Breaktaft to the 
Quarters they live in. For it they were together, all the con- 
fines or remote parts of the Nation would Riſe like Graſs upon 
them, and i&diſperſed, tobe ſure they have not ſtrength for 
{uch an Attempt. | 

But if they are not ſufficient, there is a T otent Prince not far 


off can help the Deſign, who « not angry with Proteftancy at 
home only. Suppole this, 1s there.not as Potent Naval Powers 


to aſſiſt the Conftitution of the Kingdom from ſuch Invaſions ? 
yes, and Land ones too. Andaas the Proteſtant.Governments 
have more Ships then the other, ſo an. equal Land Force, 
when Ly ſuch attempts to make Popery univerſal, they are 
awaken'd to the uſe of them : But certainly we muit be very 
filly co think the King ſhould ſufter ſo great a ſhake to his own 
Intereſt as admitting an : Army; of: Forraigners to eater his 


| Kingdom on any pretence; muſt neceſſarily occaſion. Theſe 


Bu/l-Beggers, and Raw-Heads and Bloody-Bones, are the Ma- 
lice of fojne, and Weakneſs of others. But time, that Informs 
£ Cluidren, 
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Children, will tell the World the meaningof the Fright, 

The third Proof of my ſecond Reaſon, is the Inteſtine Di- 
viſion among themſelves. "That Diviſion, weakens a great 
Body, and renders a {mall one harmleſs, all will agree. Now 
that there is ſuch a thing as Diviſion among them 15 town talk 
'The Secalars & Regulars have ever been two Intereits all the 
+ | - Roman Church over, and they are not only ſo here, but the 
| "Regulars differ among themſelves. There is not a CoFee-Houle 
Be in Town that does not frecly tell us that the Fe/#ites and Be- 
. wedidtinesare at variance, that Count Da Da tne Popes Nun- 
| cio.and Biſhop Lyborn Diſſent mightily from the Politicks of 
2 the firſt ; Nay t'other Day the Story was that they had pre- 
vail'd . Entirely - over them. 'The Lords: and Gentlemen 
: b, of her. Communion. have as warmly conteſted about the 
| lengths they ought to go, - Moderation ſeems to be the conclu- 

. | fion. Together they are /7#/e, and can do little; and divided, 

—« they are Contemptible inſtead of "Terrible.  - | 

{ atly. the Roman. Church ought to. be diſcreet, and think 

of nothing further then the entreated general Eaſe, becauſe it 
would be an extream that muſt beget angther in the ſucceeding 
Raign. For asI can never think her ſo weak as well as bale, 

that after all her Arguments for the Js 4ivinum of Succeſſie 

on, ſhe ſhould, in the Face of the World, attempt to violate it 

: in the wrong of One of another Perſwaſion, (for that were 
an eternal loſs of her with Mankind) So if ſhe does nor, 
and yet is Extravagant, ſhe only riſes higher to fall lower 
then all others in another Raign. This were provoking their 
own Ruin. And to fay true, either way would, as the 
ſecond Letter has it, diſcredit her for ever and make true 
Prophets of thoſe they had taken ſuch pains to prove falſe 
Witneſſes. And ſuppoſing her ro reckon upon the juſt 
« Succeſſion, nothing can recommend 1:er , or continues her 
; happineſs in a Raign of another Judgment , but ay Li- 
| Wy 
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tberty equally maintained, that. other Perſwaſions, more nu- 


merous, for that reaſon as well as for their own fakes, are 
obliged to inſure her. -Here the Foundation 1s. broad and 
ftrong, and what is built-upon it, has the looks of long Lite. 
The Indenture will at: leatt be, quizt-pertite, and Parties 
are not ſo mortal as Men. - And as this joyns, {0 it preferves 
Intereſt intire, which -amounts to -a Religiows Amity and a 
Civil Unity at the worlt. 

Upon the whole- matter, I adviſe the Members of the Ro- 
many Communion in this Kingdom, to be moderate, 'tis their 
Duty and it belongs to all Men tolee it and feel it from them, 
and it behoves them -mightily they would ; for the firit part 
of this Diſcourſe belongs to their Hopes, as well as to the 
Church of Englazds Fears, viz. the Duty and Spirit of Chriſti- 
anity, Next, let themdo good Offices between the King and 
lus excellent Children, for as that will be well taken by. ſo 
affeCtionate a Father, ſo-it gives the lie to their Enemies Sug- 
geſtions, and recommends them to the Grace and Favour of 


the Succeſlors. And having faid this, I have faid all that be- 


longs to them in particular. -'There is left only my Addreſs to 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters and a general Concluſion to- finiſh 
this Diſcourſe. 2M | 

Your--Cafſe that are called Proteftant-Diſſenters, differs 
mightily from that of the Church of England and Rome. For 


the friſt have the Laws for her, the laſt the P7izce. Thoſe 


Laws are agziz/# you, and ſhe isnot willing they ſhould be 
Repeal'd : 'Fhe Prince offers to be kind to you it you pleaſe; 
Your Intereſt, 1a this Conjuncture, 1s the 242/70. 1 think 
none ought to be made, that it is the Liberty of Conſcience, 
deſired, becauſe you have much more need of it, having nei- 
ther Laws nor Prince of your ſide, nor a Succeſſor of any of 


- your Perſwaſions. The Fears of Popery I know reach you; but 
$45 to be remembered allo, that it the Laws are not Repeal'd, 


there 
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there wants, no new ones to Deſtroy you, of the Papiſts ma- 
king; ſo that every fear you are taught to have of their 
Repeal, is againſt your ſelves. * Suppoſe your Apprehenli- 
ons well grounded,” you can but be Deſtroy'd; Which is 
moſt comfortable for you to ſufer by Law or without it ? 
The Church of Exg/a»a, by her Penal Laws, and the Doftrine of 
Headſhip,has Armed that Religion (as it falls out)&p Deſtroy 
you. Nay, has made it a Daty in the King to do it, from 
which ({ays ſhe) nothing but an A& of Parliament can ab- 
ſolve him,& that ſhe is not willing toallow. And is it not as rea= 


* ſonablethat you ſhould ſeek their Repeal,that if you ſuffer from 


the Papiſts, It may be withont human Law, as well as againſt 
Cirifts Eaw, as for the Church of Ezgland to keep them in 
force, 'becauſe if ſhe ſuifers, it ſhall be againſt the Laws made 
touphold her? For not repealing them, brings you an inevi- 
table miſchief, and her, at mott, but an uncertain ſafety ; tho 


_ *tis certain, ſhe at the ſame time will Sacrifice you to it. And 


yet if T were in her caſe, it would pleaſe me better to remove 
Laws that might reproach me, and ſtop my Mouth when 
turn'd againſt me, and, be content, that if I Suffer for my 
Religion, it 15 —_ the Law of God, Chriſtianity and the 
Fundamentals of the old and true Civil Government of my 
Country, before ſuch Laws helpt to ſpoil it. In ſhort, you 
muſt either go fo Church, or Meet, or let fall your Worſhipping 
of God in the way you believe. If the firſt, you are Fpo- 
crites, and give away the Cauſe, and reproach your dead 
BrethrensSincerity, and gratifie the old accuſation of Schi/p, 
Ambition, &c. and tinally looſe the Hope and Reward of all 
your Sufferings. If the ſecond, viz. that you Meet againſt 
Lew, you run into the Mouth of the Government, whoſe 
Teeth are to mect in you and Deſtroy you, 4s by Law eff a- 
blijhed,, If thelaft, you deny your Faith, over-throw your 
own Arguiments, fall away from the Apoſtolical Dottrine of 

IP [ aſſembling 
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aſſembling together, and ſo muſt fall into the Hands of God, 
and under the troubles of your own Conſciences and woun- 
dings of his Spirit, of which tis ſaid, who cax bear them. So 


oblig'd to _ themſelves after ſuch Church of Fngland 


[Th then they are : For they are neither in this Kings time in the 


| nor like te be ſo, if ſhe can help it, ia the next Raign, if they 
| 


Perſecuted now,tn hopes of an uncertain Liberty then, Un- 
certain both whether it will be in her Power, and whether 


are two things, Afii#ion promiſes what Proſperity rarely 


Kings Reſtoration, and the cancelling of the former Declara- 


Fl tho the laſt Weſtminſter Parliament enclin'd toit ; no body 
| that Church : And if they could or would not then ſee it to 

L be reaſonable, I can't ſee why one ſhould truſt to People fo 
13% ſelfiſh and ſhortſ{ighted. But if ſhe will ſtoop to all thoſe Diſ- 
ſenting Intereſts that are Proteſtant, 1t muſt either be by a 
comprehenſion, and then ſhe muſt part with her Bſhops, her 
4 Common-Pyrayer, her Cerementes, and. this it ſelf is but Pres- 
Jo; bjterian ; (and {he muſt go lower yet, ifſhe will comprehend 
+} thereſt) or, if not, {he muſt Perſecute or give this Liberty of 
Conſcience atlaſt ; which, that ſhe will ever yeild to uncom- 


the refuſes it under her preſent preſſing Circumſtances, I con- 


33 never failto oblige your compliance with the General Eaſe en= 
Lit zreated; vis. That the Penal Laws are geainſt our great Law 


that nothing is plainer then that Proteſtant Diſſenters are not _ 
Meaſures, ſuppoſing her Fears and Jealouſies better Bottom'd © 
ſame Condition, with her if the Penal Laws remain in force, 


are not. Repeal'd in this ; ſo that they are to be certainly 


ſhe will do it if it be. The Language of Fear and Aſſurance 
performs. Of. this the Promiſes made to indrice the late 
J tion, and what followed upon both are a plain proof. And. 


ſomuch .. nqpip it as the Clergy, and the moſt Zealous Sons of . 
F 


ed, andat a time too, when there is none to do it, while 


fefs I cannot apprehend.But there is yet oneArgument that can 


& 


- 


of Property, and ſo veid in themſelves. This has been the 
Language of every Apology, and that which, to ſay true, is 
not to be anſwer'd: How then can you decline to help their 
Repeal, that in Coxſcience, Reaſon and Law you think voidin 
their own Nature ? 

Laſtly, There is nothing that can put you in a Condition 
to help your ſelves or the Church of Exglazd againit the Ds- 
mination of Popery, but that which ſhe weakly thinks the way 
to hurt you borh, viz. The Repeal of the Penal Laws. For 
as you are, youare 7zed Handand Foot, you are not your own 

men, you can neither ſerve her nor your ſelves, you are fait in 
the Stocks of her Laws, and the courſe ſhe would have you 


take, is to turn Martyrs under them to ſupport them. If 


you like the Bargain you are the beſt natur'd People in the 
'World, and ſomething more. Andiince Begging is in Fa- 


'ſhion, I ſhould deſire no other Booz ; for upon lo plain a loſs 


of your Wits, you Eſtates will of courſe fall a ſtray to the 
Government, ſo that without the help of a Penal Law, you 
make an admirable Prize, 

I have nomind to end fo pleaſantly with you. I have a fin- 
cere and Chriſtian regard to you and yours. Be not Conzrd, 


nor Captiors, at this Fundure. T know ſome of you are told, if 


you loſe this Liberty ,you Introdace Idelatry, and for Conſcience 
{ake-you cannot do it. But that's a pure miſtake,and improv'd, 
I fear, by thoſe that know it is ſo, which makes it the worle ; 
for it is not Introducing Idolatry (taking for granted that Po- 
pery is ſo) but ſaving the People from being Deſtroy'd that 
profeſs «that Religion. It Chriff, and his Apoſtles had 
taken this courſe with the World, they muſt have Kyledthem 
inſtead of Converting them. *Tis your miſtake to think the 
Fewiſh rigorous Conſtitution is adequate to the Chri/ftian Dil- 
penſation ; by no means : That one Conceit of Juaaiſing 
Chriſtianit; in our Politicks, has fil'd cheAorld wich Miſery, 
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of which this poor Kingdom has had its ſhare. Idolators are 
to be Enlighter'd and Perſwaded, as St. Paul did the Athenians 
and Romans, and not knock on the Head, which mends no 
body.. And to ſay a Chriſtian Magiſtrate 1s to do that, that a 
Chriſtian can't do, is ridiculous ; unleſs iike the. Biſhop of 
Munſter, who goes like.a Biſhop one part of the Day, and a 
Souldier the other,he is to be 4 Chriſtian in the Morning and a 
Magiſtrate in the Afternoon. Beſides, "tis one thing to enatt a 
Religion National,and compel Obedience to it(which would 
make this Caſe abominable indeed) and another thing to take 
off unchriſtian Penalties for the fake of ſuch miſtakes, ſince 
that 1s to give them Power to hurt others, and this only to 
{ave you from being hurt for meer Religion, | 
To conclude my Addreſs to you, of all People, it would 
look the molt difingenious in you, and give you an Aire, the 
leaſt Senſible, Charitahle. and Chriſtian not to endeavour ſuch 
an Eaſe that have ſo much wanted it, and ſo often and fo ear- 
neſtly preſſed it, even to Clamour. But that you ſhould do 
it for their Sakes who have uſed you fo, and that the Inſtru- 
ments of their Cruelty, the Penal Laws, ſhould from a com- 
mon Grievance become a Darling to any among you, will 
be ſuch a Reproach to your Underitandings and Conſciences, 
that no Time or Argument can wipe 0, and which I beſeech 
Godand You to prevent. ES Ts 
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The C oncluſion. 


Þ Shall conclude with one Argument, that equally concerns 


you all, and that is this; you claim the CaraCter of Exgliſh 


Men. Now to bean Engl: May, in the ſence of the Govern- 
ment, 15 to bea Freeman, whether Lordor Commoner, to hold 


his | 


$7 

his Liberty and Poſſefſions by Laws of” his ewn conſenting unto, 
and.not to forfeit them upon FaQs made Faults, by Humour, 
Faction or Partial Intereſt prevailing in the Governing part a- 
 gainſt the Conſtitution of the Kingdom ; but for Faults only, 
that are ſuch in the nature of civil Government ; to wit, 
Breaches of thoſe Laws that are maae by the whole, in perſuance 
of common Right, for the good of the whole. _ 


This regard muit at no time be negleCted, or violated te- - 


wards any one Intereſt ; for the moment we concede to ſuch 
a Breach upon our General Liberty, be it from an averſion 
we carry to the Principles of thoſe we expoſe, or ſome little 
' ſiniſter and temporary Benefit of our own,. we Sacrifice. our 
felves in the prejudices we draw upon others, or ſuffer them 
to fall under ; for our Intereſt in this reſpe&.is common. If 
then as Engliſh men, we areas mutually intereſted. in the invi- 
olable contevecing of each others Civil Rights, as men em- 
bark*d in the fame Veſlel are to fave the Ship they are in for 
their ewn ſakes, we ought to Watch, -.Serve and Secuve the 
Intereft of one another, becauſe it is our own to doſo ; and 
not by any means endure that to be done to pleaſe ſome nar- 
row regard of any one Party, which way be drawn in Example 
at ſome other turn of Power to our own utter Ruin, 
Had this Honeſt, Juſt, Wiſe and Engliſh . Conſideration 
prevailed with our Anceſtors of all Opinions from the days 
of Richard the ſecond, there had been leſs Blood, Impriſoament, 
Plunder, Beggery for the Government of this Kingdom to 
anſwer for. Shall I ſpeak within our own knowledge, and 
that without Offence, there has been Ruin'd, ſince the late 
Kings Reſtoration, above Fiiteen Thouſand Families, 
and more then Five Thouſand Perſons Dead under Bonds 
for- matters of meer Conſcience to God : But who hath laid 
it to Heart? It is 1gh time now we ſhould,eſpecially when our 
King,with ſo much Grace and Goodneſs leays us the way. . 
| | - 
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' Theſeech you al, if you have any Reverence towards God, 
any Value for the Excellent Conſtitution of this Kingdom, 
any Tenderneſs for your Poſterity, any Lovefor your Selves, 
you would ermbrace this happy Conjuntture, and perſuea com-= 
mon Expedient ; That fince we cannot agree to meet in one 
Profeſſion of Religion, we may entirely co it in this common 
civil Intereſt where we ace all equally-en':2ged ; and theretore 
we ought for our own ſakes to ſees one 42 1121s Security, that 
if wecannot be the Better, we may 891 be c ti: Worle for onr 
Perſwaſions, in things, that bear n9 relation wo o2e1, and in 
which,it is impoſſible we ſhould Su.ter, an.i che Government 
eſcape. that is ſo much concern'd-1n the civil-Support and 
Proſperity of every Party and Perſon that belongs ro it. 

Let us not therefore uphold Pexal Laws againit any of our 
"Religious Perſwaſions, nor make Tefts our of each others 
Faiths, to exclude-one another our civil Rights ; for by the 
| fame Reaſon that denying Tranſnb/tantiation, is made One to 
exclude a Papiſt, toown it, may be made ope to exclude a 
Church of England-man, a Presbyterian, an' Independant, a 

LQuaker,and Anabaptift : For the Queition is not who is in the 
Tight 1n Opinion, but whether he 1s not in Praftice 7». the 
wrorg, that for ſuch an Opinion deprives his Neighbour of 
his common Right ? Now 'tis certain thereis not one of any 
Party,that would willingly have a Teff made out'of his Belicf, 
to abridge him of his native Priviledge; and therefore nei- 
ther the Opinion of Tran/ubtaxtzation in the Papiſts, Epiſcopucy 
in the Church of Exg/azd Man, Free-will in the Arminia , 
Predeſtination in. the Presbyterian, Perticular Churches in 
the Independant, Dipping of adult People inthe Anabaptiſt, 
nor zot-ſwearing in the Quaker, ought to be madea Teft of, 
to deprive him of the comforts of his Life, or render him 
incapable of the ſervice of his Country, to which by a na- 
me Oblimation he 15 indebted, and from which, no Opinion 
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can diſcharge him, and for that Reaſon, much leſs ſhould 
wn, other Party think it ft, or in their power ta exclude 
m. p 
And indeed it were ridiculous to talk of giving Liberty of 

Conſcience(which yet few have now the fore-head to oppoſe) 

and art the ſame time imagine thoſe Tefs that do exclude 

men that Service and Reward, ought to be continued : For 

A though it does not immediately concern me, being neither | 

Officer nor Papift, yet the Conſequence is general, and every 

4 party,even the Church of Exglazd, will find her ſelfconcern'd 

F upon refle&tion; For ſhe cannot aſſure her {elf it may not 

come to be her turn. 

But, Is it not an odd thing, that by leaving them on foot, 
every Body ſhall kave Liberty of Conſcience bt the Gover: 
zext.? for whilea man is out of Office, he is Teff-free, but - 
the hour he is choſen to any itatiqn, be it in the Legz/lation or 
Adminiſtratien, he muſt wiredraw his Conſcience to hold it, 
or be excluded with the Brand of Diſſent : And can this be 
equal or wiſe ? Is this*the way to employ men for the good of 
the Publick, where Opinion prevails above wertne, and Abili- 
ties are ſubmitted to the humour of a Party; ſurely none can 
think this a Cere for Diviſion, or that Animoſities are like to 
be prevented by the only ways in the World that beget and 

| heighten them. : Nor is it poſſible that the eaſe that ſhould 

be granted can continue long-when the Party in whoſe ſayour 
they are.not repeal'd,may thereby be enabled to turn the point 
of the {word again upon Ditlenters. 

« I know He/azrdis given inObjettion to this extent of free- 
dom,where only owe Perſwaſion has theGovernment,tho the reſt * 
their Liberty.: But they don't conſider, furft, how much more 
Holland i wnacr the power of Neceſſity then we are. Next, That our - 

| Conſtitutions differ greatly. For the firit, *tis plain, in the little 
- compals they live in;. the uncertainty and. precariouſneſs - 5 
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the means of their ſubſiſtance : That as' they are in more 
danger of Drowning,ſo neerer ruin by any Commotion in the 
State, then other Countries are.” | Tradrng 1s their Support, 
This, keeps them buſy, 1 hat, makes them Rich ; and Wealth, 
naturally gives them cant707 of the diſorders that may ſpoil 
them of it. This makes the governing Party wary how they 
uſe their power, andthe other Intereſts tender how they reſitt 
it; for upon it, they-have reaſon to fear a publick Deſolation ; 
ſince- Holland has not a natural and Domeltick Fzzd to rely 
upon, or-return-to from ſuch national: Diſorders. 

: The next Confideration is as-elear- and cogent ; our Cox- 


ftitutions differ mightily: For though they have the Name 


ofa Republick, yet in their choice, in orderto the Legilature 
they are much leſs free then we are: And ſince the Free- 


holders of all Parties in Exg/ard may Elett, which in Hollaxd 


they can no more do then they can be choſen, there is good 
reaſon why all may be ekQed to ſerve their King & Country 
here, that in Holand cannot be choſen or ſerve. And if our 
Power to chuſe be larger then theirs in Holland, we are cer- 
tainly them a freer People, and ſo ought not to be confin'd, 
as they are about what Perſon it is that muſt be choſen : Me- 
thinks it. bears no proportion, and therefore the Initance and 


. Objettionare improper toour purpoſe. - 


' But it-is faid by ſome, 7 hat there:cannot be two predominant 
Religions, aud if- the Church of England be vet that, Popery 
by the Kjngs Favour is like tobe ſo. It is certain that two pre- 
dominant Religions, would be two Uppermoits at ence, which 
is nenſence every where : * But as I cannot fee what need 
there is for the Church of Exgland to loſe her Churhces or-Re- 
venues, ſo while ſhe has them, Believe me, ſhe is Predominant 
in the thing of1he World that lies neareſt her Guides. But if T 
were to ſpeak my inclination, I cannot apprehend the necefli- 


. ty of any Predomizant Religion, underftanding the word 


with 
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with Pezal Laws in the tale of it;; The Miſchief of it, in a 
Country of ſo many powerful Intereſts as this, I can eaſily 
underſtand, having had the opertunity ot. ſeeing and feeling 


ittoo: And becaule nothing can. keep up the Ball of. Ven 


ance like ſuch a Predominant Religion, and that Penal Law: 
and Teffs are the means of the Domination, L,. for that rea- 
ſon, think them fit to be.Repeal'd, and let Engliſh Mankind 
lay AMEMN, 


I donot love Quibling, but *tis true, to a Lamentation,that 
there is little of the power of Religion [cen where there is ſuch - 


z predominant one, pnlels among thoſe it Domineers over. 


Iconclude, they "that are ſo Predomivant, and they thay 
{zek to beſo. (be they who they will) move by the ſame Spi- - 


Tit and Principle, and however diftering their Pretentions and 


Ends may be, the odds are very little. to .me, by which it 


is I mult certainly be Oppreſt. 


Dare we then do (tor once) 4s we would be done by, and. 


Thow the World, .weare not Religious without Fuftice, nor 


Chriſtians without Charity: Thar Fal/e ſelf ſhall not govera- 
us apainit Tre /elf;, nor oppertunitymake us Thieves, to our. 
Neighbours for Gods ſake ? the end of Tefting and Perſecuting 


under every Revolution of Government, It this we can find 


in our Hearts to do, and yet as Men, and as Chriſtians,as Eng- 
1:1 Men, we do but do our Duty, let the Pezal Laws and Teſts 
be Repeal'd ; andinorder to it, Let ws ow take thoſe meaſures - 
of men ad things, that may give our Wiſhes and Endeavours - 


the beſt ſucceſs for the publick good, that our Pofterity may. 
have more reaſon to bleſs our Memories for their Freedomand.: 
Seowrity, then for their Nature and Inheritance. = 
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